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INTRODUCTION. 


«© FN a free State, like this, every Man is anſwerable for his 

Conduct, in his public Character.“ How cautious 
ſhould he be then, about what he publiſhes, leſt from Miſinfor- 
mation, or an over forward Zeal, he may inflame the Minds 
of the unthinking Croud; and while he is gaining the Ap- 
plauſe of the Multitude, he ſhould be eſteemed by the judici- 
ous Few, as a troubleſome Incendiary. | 


The good Samaritan poured Balm into the Wounds of an 
unhappy Stranger, who had been unfortunate enough to fall 
into the Hands of Ruffians and Robbers. - But a Man who 
compaſſionates the Stripes and Sufferings of thoſe who are 
juſtly puniſhed by the Lawn of their Country, for their evil 
Actions, bears little Reſemblance to the good Samaritan. 
He ſhould rather be compared to ſome Animals, who are ready 
to lick any Sore that is offered to them. | 


To miſrepreſent Circumſtances, and confidently aſſert 
falſe and malicious Reports, as FaQs, in order to throw an 
Odium on any Claſs of Men, eſpecially on a Court of Judi- 
cature, is an Action ſo infamous in itſelf, that a Perſon capa- 
ble of doing ſo, ſhould be eſteemed a Peſt to Society. 


Tt is politic in a Man who acts from Spleen and the male- 
volent Suggeſtions of diſappointed Pride, to declare that he 
is only influenced by a Regard to the Rights and Privileges of 
Mankind. This gains him Confidence and Credit with many: 
He then finds it an eaſy Taſk to perſuade them, that he is only 
aQuated by Juſtice and Humanity, even when he deviates 
moſt from thoſe Principles. 


I was naturally led into theſe Reflections, by reading a 
Pamphlet, entitled a M——r for C-—s Martial. I hope 
theſubſequent Remarks will ſhew, that I have no Occaſion to 


make any forced or invidious Application of them, 
A 2 An 


2 


Liv ] 
An Attempt to raiſe Diſſenſion and Animoſities, to relax 
Diſcipline and Order, and make the private Men of every 
Regiment, look with an evil Eye an their Officers, and con- 
ſider them as their Tyrants and Oppreſſors, is evidently the 
Defign of Dr L——*Fs Pamphlet. 


Tintend giving. a clear and ſuecinct Account of Blokeney's 
Trial and Puniſhment, and to confirm what I ſhall advance 
by authentic Vouchers. | 


This will give me an Opportunity of ſhewing, how ready 
the Dr has been to credit flying Reports and idle Stories, 
and then, ich peculiar Confidence, impoſe them on the 
Public as Fats. By ſome it may be thought a little preſump- 
tuous to attack a Man, whoſe Character as an Author, and 
Legiſlator, 1s fo well eſtabliſhed! As an Appology, I muſt 
frankly confeſs that I have never made one among the Herd 
of his Admirers, and do not judge of iis Abilities and Patrio- 
tiſm from the Praiſes ſo liberally beſtawed on him ina Erub- 
Hrest Journal. He is only folmidebleand important to thoſe 
whogiew him thro' this falſe Medium, but ſcen as be really 
is. he dwindles into that iuſignificant Being which Nature dee 

Thus we are often deceived by ſecing Objects at Night, 
and what appears a dreadful Monſter at a Diſtance, on a nigh- 
er approach ſinks into the harmleſs Figure of an Ox or a Calf. 


The D- indeed, makes thoſe ſmart who are afraid of 
bim, but the painful Senſation is only produced by their timid 
Apprehenfions: He reſembles a Nettle, whoſe Property it is 
to ſting, if it is touched with Fear and. Caution, but graſping 
u Cloſe, depriyes it of this r,0xjous Quality, and renders it ag 

harmleſs as other Weeds, 2 nr err "OO 


| 'To conclude with the Poet, 


All Fame is foreign, but oi true Deſert, . 

Plays round the Head, but comes not nigh the Heart, 

One ſelf approving Hour, whole Years outweighs _ 

Ot ſtupid Starers, and ot loud Huzzas; 

And more true Joy Marcellus, exil'd, feels, | 
Than Cæſar with a Senate at his Heels, Port. 


REMARKS, 


REMARKS, Ge. 


{HE D begins, by endeavouring to prejudice his 
Readers againſt the Mode of Trials by Courts Martial; 
and attempts to prove, that Officers are not properly 
qualified to ſit as Judges, becauſe, ſays he There is no Cla 
0 & of Men jn the State fo likely to be unacquainted with the 
“ Liberties and Rights of the Subject, or the Laws on which 
F* they are founded, and by which they are fended and ſe- 
© cured, as the Gentlemen of the Army; for they ſeldom read 
% any other Law Book but the Articles of War.” Allowing 
all due weight to the D-—r's Objettion, his Argument nay 
be thus fairly ſtated. 
The Aide of War contain all the Laws relative to Trials 
by Courts The Gentlemen of the Army ſeldom 
read any othe — Book but the Articles of War: —*There- 


fore they are not ary ww wa ified to try Delinquents by 


thoſe Articles. — I wiſh the would read 
Logic, as this right prevent his reafoning ſo weakly for the 


future He might as well _—_— a Phyſician was not pro- 


perly qualified to preſcribe, becauſe he ſeldsm read any other 
Books but ſuch as ſuited his Profeſſion. 
If the D— r means to infinuate, by their not reading any 


other Law Books, that they do not ſtudy thoſe Authors who © 


treat of the Conſtitution and Government of their Country, 
and of thoſe Privileges which are the peculiar Rights of free 
Subjects, he only thews how little he is converſant with the 
Gentlemen of the Army. A Knowledge, limited to theſe 
Points, is a proper Accompliſhment for every Gentleman, 
and in which, Officers are not at all defeQtive; many of them 
are Men of Abilities, and moſt of them have received a liberal 
Education. But I muſt confeſs they ſeldom read Coke upon 
Lytileton; and I believe the D—r is the firſt, who ever 
found fault with the juriſdiction of Courts Martial, becauſe 


the 1 ware not Lawyers. 
Beſides 


| 
: 


161 
Beſides, ſays the D—r They are ſeldom called on in the 
Miniſtration of Juſtice.“— That is, becauſe they are 
not Reſidents, and are every Moment liable to be called on a 
different Service; ſo the D— x concludes (in his uſual way) 


that becauſe they ſeldom ſit on petty Juries, or ſerve their 
Country as Conſtables, Directors of the Watch, or Church- 


Wardens, they are therefore unqualified to adminiſter Juſtice 


on à Court Martial. 

After ſuch a Preface, we ſhould not be ſurprized at the 
D—r's Strictures on the Proceedings of ſome late Courts 
Martial. | 

hut, it ſhould be conſider'd that Lord 
George Sackville was diſgraced, in Conſequence of Dyke 
Ferdinand's Orders, immediately after the Battle of Min- 
den. It was from the Tenour of thoſe Orders he was con- 
demned, in the Opinion of every one in England, before his 
Arrival. It was in Conſequence of theſe Orders, he was ſtrip- 
ped of his Military Employments by the King. 

Could Lord George pay a higher Compliment to the Inte- 
grity of the Army, than by repeatedly applying for a Court 
Martial, after he had been diſmiſſed the Service? Had he been 
afraid of the Injuſtice of one, would he have conſented to be 
tried by it; would he not rather have proteſted, as the D—r 
has done, againſt the Legality of it, contrary to the Opinion 
of the moſt eminent of the Law, who a that a Court 
Martial had a Right to try him? 

- Beſides, it is more than probable, notwithftanding the 
D—r's Cenſure on this Court Martial, that Lord George, 
who was the Subject of it, thought he had not ſufficient Rea- 


ſon to call their Judgment in Queſtion. For we can hardly © 
ſuppoſe that a Perſon of his Abilities, and powerful Connexi- 


ons, would have remained quiet, under the Ignominy of ſuch a 
Sentence, had he deemed it unjuſt. And it does not appear 


that he ever brought any Actions or Plaint againſt his Judges: 


The ſuppoſed Criminal, © ſays the D—r, was attended with 
this, among other aggravating Circumſtances, that he was 
tried by a Court of Officers, whoſe Tenure of their Com- 
miſſions, ſtood on the ſame fragil Footing, with that of his 
Lordſhip. He had an undoubted Right to diſmiſs any Soldier 
his Service, what then was the Court to try? Nothing leſs 


than whether the Sentence of the great Commander was juſt - 


ar not.“ N 2 4 
Here we ſee what an Opinion the D—r 'entertains of the 
late King, and the Court Martial, which tried Lord George. 
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l, is evident he would be underſtood to mean, that the 
Members, tho” on Oath, would not do Juſtice to Lord 
George, as they were apprehenſive of loſing their Commiſſi- 
ons, if they deviated from that Sentence, already paſſed on 
him, by the King. — And alſo, that his late Majeſty, would 
ertainly have diſmiſſed them his Service, if they pre- 
umed to act from the DiQates of Honour and ConKience. 
I hope the Members of Blakeney's Court Martial will con- 
ſider this Remark, as an Apology for the D—r, and not cheriſh 
too contemptible an Opinion of him, for his illiberal Abuſe of 
them. It is really his Nature, the poor Man can't help it; 
he only treats them in the ſame way he has done their Super- 

ors, and they ſhould eſteem it a Compliment. 
If ſome of the Members on 
releaſed from their Oaths of Sec 
with the Clamours of the Nation, 


„it was in Compliance 
at wanted to know the 


Circumſtances, which induced them, to recommend him to 


the Royal Mercy. 


As to the Trial of Colonel Lambert, I have never ſeen it, 
but can not help doubting the Truth of the Circumſtances the 


D—r ſets forth, as it is arraigning the Juſtice and Judgment 
of his late Majeſty, in — Loca Cary = of bis 
Aids du Camp. Be | 

It would have been more to the D—r's Purpoſe, if he could 
have produced an Inſtance of a General Court Martial being 
cenſured by a Court of Law ; thoſe he has mentioned, the one, 
a Regimental Court Martial, the Members of which, were 
not ſworn, the other, held by the Navy Officers, not being ap- 
plicable to the Caſe before us. | 4g 

I am alſo really concerned, to ſee the D—r deſcend ſo 
much from that grave and ſententious Style, which has al- 
ways characterized his Writings, to ſet up for a Man of 
Humour, and facetiouſly obſerve, that the Britiſh Admiral 
was ſhot, as a Frenchman humourouſly expreſſed it, pour 
encourager les autres. | 

Again, in his Obſervations on Colonel Lambert's Trial, he 
ſays * Colonel Cary confeſſed the Truth, apologizing, no 
doubt, very properly, that the Wind of a Cannon Shot had 
knocked him down, for a conſiderable time.” | 

Theſe Flights are really unbecoming the D—r's Gravity, 
and I wiſh he would ſuppreſs them for the future. 

As he ſeems ſo fond of Fables and idle Stories, I would re- 
commend to his peruſal, the old Apologue, of the Aſs's at- 


tempting to mimick the Tricks and Gambols of the Lap- 


Dog. 


. Byng's Trial deſired to be 


„ 

Dog. The poor Afs's Performance, indeed, was very awk- 
ward, he was cudgelled for his Pains. —— I leave the Ap- 
plication fo the Dr iht 
All his Declaration about Courts-Martial, only proves, 
that they are not infallible z a Point, I believe, that was 
never conteſted. Nos F 


The Articles of War, Se&. 2t, allow my Officet of - 


Soldier tried by a Court-Martial, to bring Actions, Bills, 
Plaints and Snits againſt any Member or Miniſter of the Coort, 


in reſpect of any Sentence of fach Court, or of avy thing 


done by virtue, or in purſuance of ſiich Sentence. oY 

&* But this the Dr juſtly obſerves, does not argue à par- 
ticular Diffidence in Courts-Martial. The Wiſdom of our” 
Laws has ordained a like watchful Eye to be held over all the 


- 


ww SEN 
Here, by the D—r's own Confeſſion, Courts Martial ate 


put on the ſame Footing, in Reſpect of Appeals, with, the 
Civil Courts. That, Appeals have been fometimes made, and 


the Proceedings of Courts Martial cenſured, fixes no particus«, 
lar Stigma on them. We ſee the ſame thing happen every 
Day in the Civil Courts; and even the Decrees of Chancery 
are often reverſed, by that ſupreme Coutt of Tudicature, the 
Houſe of Lords. 33 C 
I am obliged to take Notice of a ſtrange Aſſertion in the. 
D—-r's next Paragraph, where he ſays That Officers are 
often the Judges and. Proſecutors, of thoſe Soldiers who are fo/ 
much their Inferiors, c.“ EE, =] 
The D—r would fain perſuade the Public, that an Office” 
may. proſecute a Soldier at a Court Martial, and at the ſame 
Time fit as one of his Judges. Now, this is a groſs Miſ- 
repreſentation, as every one in the leaſt informed of the Mode 
of Trials by Courts Martial, knows I would rather aſ- 
eribe this Error to his Ignorance than Malice, but az he bas 
given ſo many Inſtances of both, T am at a Loſs how to de- 
termine. B . og 
* While I have the Honour of a Seat in the Legiſlature, 
fays this Patriot, I ſhall think it my Duty to give the beſt At- 
tention I can, ta thoſe Matters, in Order to uſe my beff 
Means to procure an Amendment of the Martial Laws.” . 
By this, the D—r would inform us, that he will. endeavour 
to get an Act paſſed in the Parliament of Ireland, io correct 
thoſe. Errors, which his Penetration has diſcovered in the 
Mutiny Act. — An AR, paſſed by the Legiſlature of Great 
Britain. — Excellent Politician! — 
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—— c 


1 <4 alk 


c 
2 
fk 


FEET Gs a. Fo. 


Sz 

Let us bow obſerve how candidly he introduces Blakeney's 
Caſe to the Public. | 8 

*© The Reports that ſhocked — * were, that a Matroſs 
ſor 1 of Grievances and Hardſhips, inſtead of re- 
ceiving Redreſs, was himſelf puniſhed for complaining, and 
ordered to receive five Hundred Laſhes from a Number of 
the moſt able bodied Drummers in the Barracks, from that 
very Court wherein he appeared as a Proſecutor, not as a De- 
linquent; Vide Sentence App. p. 56. . | 

The Dr ſhould have ſaid, that he was puniſhed by 
the Sentence of a General Court Martial, agreeable to 
the Articles of War, becauſe it appeared to them that his 

laint was vexatious and groundleſs. VN | 

Whether this Seatepce- was juſt or not, is I think the 
whole Matter in Debate? If the D—r had confined him- 
ſelf wo diſcuſs this Point with Candour and Impartiality, 
nobody could have blamed him. But till he was acquaint- 
ed with the Proceedings of the Court Marial, and the whole 
Evidence on which their Sentence was founded, it was im- 
poſſible for him even to do this: His attempting it (without 
ſuch Information as that alone could give) ſhews an intempe- _ 
fate Zeal, and x Forwardneſs to cenſure the Conduct of 2 
Set of Gentlemen on Oath, merely from the Accounts he 
received from David Blateney. He might as well pay a 
Viſit to Newgate, pick up a melancholy Story from one 
of the Convikts, and without making any further Inquiries, 
fit down; and write a virulent InveQive againſt the Judge and 
Jury that condemned him. 

It is remarkable, that the D—r, the better to convey 


ſome ſcatidalous Hint to the prejudice of Military Gentle- 


men, always prefaces it with an affected Compliment; for 
Inſtance,” * However confident I might have been in the 
Honour and Humanity of the Officers of the Army in gene- 
ral, J judged this Story demanded Attention, and J {traii- 
way refolved to learn the Truth.” 
In another Place he lays, ** ] hold the Gentlemen of 
the Army in general, in high Honour and Eſtimation, being 
perfectly ſenſible of the many Obligations we owe their Vir- 
tue and Valour, notwith/anding the numberleſs violent 


Outrages upon the Civil Power, all over the Kingdom, and * 


particularly in this Capital, committed by the Soldiery.“ 

He uſes this Art to varniſh his Scurriliiy, and make it 
more palatable to his Readers. — I ſuppoſe. he borrowed 
this Device, from feeing poiſoned Balls thrown to Dogs, 

. B Which 


* 
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which are ſmeared with Greaſe that they may be more rea- 
dily ſwallowet. i 75 
+ The Dr aſſures us, he ſtraitway reſolved to learn the 
Truth. [ can only lay, that it is a Pity he broke ſo 
good a Reſolution. - ; | 
To avoid the Penalty of Mutiny, ſays he, which muſt 
follow a Complaint of a Number of the Men, they unani- 
moufly pitched on David Blakeney, a Matroſs, to make the 
Complaint in his own Name, which he readily undertook, 
conſcious of Truth and his own Innocence. We. 

Here the Dr, to make a Falſehood more plauſible, runs 
into an Abſurdity. He would alſo have us believe that the 
Regiment choſe David Blakeney as their Repreſentative, and 
that he only fpoke the Senſe of his Conſtituents in his Com- 
plaints. But it unfortunately happens, that David was ſin- 
gle, and not ſeconded on the Occaſion, tho? like the Dr, 
he ſtill perſiſted in his Motion, and bid Defiance to Shame and 
Conviction. | 

But, it could not be for the Reaſon the D—r mentions, 
that they pitched on the Complainant: For it was never 
known that a Number of Men, merely. by complaining, and 
reſpectfully informing the Commanding Officer, of their Grie- 
vances, were puniſhable for this, by the Mutiny A&. 

II hope the Dr will allow Blakeney's Evidence to be 
valid on this Occaſion. „ 6 7 

When the General Court Martial had gone thro' the 
Nuidence on both Sides, and had ordered the Court to be 

cleared, that they might proceed to give their Opinion on 
the Caſe before them, the Matroſs David Blakeney, returned 
from the Door, and deſired Permiffion of the Court, to fay 
fomething, which being granted, He did in the moſt folemn 
Manner, laying his right Hand on his Breaſt, . declare by 
Virtue of the Oath, which he had taken, That not a Man of 
the Regiment of Attllery, was concerned with him, in the 
Complaint he had made, or had joined him in the Proſecuti- 
on of that Complaint. It is now ſubmitted to the Public, 
whether the D—r's Aſſertion or Blakeney's Oath is to be cre- 
dited. The Complainant alſo added an earneft Requeſt, that 
if the Court ordered him a Puniſhment, it might extend to his 
Lite. From this, we may naturally conclude, That conſcious 
how weakly he had ſupported his Complaints, he was already 
apprehenſtve of theConiequence of his Appeal. Vide Dep. No.3. 

[ heartily wiſh the D—r had taken ſome Pains to under- 
ſtand the Subject he writes on, for it is very diſagreeable to 
wace him tihto' all his Blunders. If he had even condefcended 


to 


in, by David Blaleney. 
Words, 
| Martial. 
added to ſome, and dreſſed up others, as might beſt {uit his. 
. Purpoſe. For, thro? every Part of his Pamphiet, he has omit- 
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to read the Articles of * with ſome Attention, it would 
have been of infinite Service to him. 

It is obſervable, ſays the D that the Regimental 
Court Martial, which was appointed to determine the Rights 
and Property of a Soldier, was not -ſworn. lt was there- 
fore objected to, by the Complainant, but to no 3 his 
Objection was over ruled, and they proceeded to Sentence;” 

In the firſt Place, there was no ſuch ObjeQion made by 
the Complainant ; even if there had, it muſt have been 
deemed impertinent. For there is no Oath required from the 
Members of a Regimental Court Martial. An Outh is pre- 
ſcribed for the Members of a General One, by the 5 Sect. of 


the Mutiny AQ. 


„Provided always, That in ail Trials of Offenders by 
General Courts Martial, to be held by Virtue of this AQ, 


every Member aſſiſting at ſuch Trial, before any Proceedings | 


be had thereupon, ſhall be ſworn before the Court and Judge 
Advocate, or his Deputy (who are hereby authorized to ad- 
miniſter an Oath) in the following Words, Sc.?“ 

By this, the D—r might have ſeen, that there is no Oath 
ſpecified for the Member of a Regimental Court Martial, 
nor any Perſon authorized to adminiſter one. 

Thus it is evident, that the Legiſlature has thought- proper 
to inveſt them with a Juriſdiction (not extending to Life or 
Limb, A. 3. P. 11) without the Sanction of an Oath. 

Now follows the D—r's Inſerence. It was apprehend- 
ed, ſays he, that if the Court was not legally qualified, it 


.could have no competent Jurifdiftion.” But, as I have proved. 


that it was legally qualified, it conſcquentiy had a competent 
Juriſdi gion, and ſo the D—r-mutt give up this Part of the 
Argument, even on his own Principle. 

Let us now examine the ſeveral Articles of Complaint given 
I ſhall ſet them down in lus own 
as delivered to the Regimental and Generai Court 
It will then appear evident, that the Dx has 


ted no Opportunity of miſrepreſenting, and exaggerating Mat- 
ters. Conſcious of the weak and bad Cauſc he had undertook, 


he was aſhamed and afraid to acquaint the Public with the 
whole Truth. 


1ſt AgTiICLE, © That there has been is Deduction of | 


one Haltpenny per Week made out of his Pay, he having 
never received. more than five Shil'ings and Sixpence, and that 


by the Marquis of Kildare's recruiting lafliuQtions, he thould 


B 2 receive 


— 
— 
— 
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receive five Shillings and Sixpence Halfpenny, and that ha 


has never been paid or accounted with for the odd Halfpepny; 


Col. Chenevix depoſed, hat this Stoppage was made, a- 
greeahle to an order from the Lords Juſtices, dated the 26th 
Suh, 1757, ſignifying his Majeſty's Pleaſure, that a Stoppags 
of 2 d. for every 28 Days Pay, ſhould be made trom each Man 
in the Regiment of Artillery, on the Iriſh Eſtabliſhment, to be 
paid Monthly to the Royal Infirmary. ; 
Now, every Order of Government is conſtantly inſerted in 
the Regimental Books, and read to the Men of each Com-; 


pany; of Courſe, Blakemey might have known by what Au- 


thority this Stoppage was made. The Dr may allege, 
that the Complainant was not in the Regiment when the 
Order was given out; but tho' he was not a Soldier at the 
Time, there muſt have been many in the Regiment who 
were, and who would have informed him, if he had choſe to 
enquire. This is an additional Proof, that Blakeney modelled 
kis Complaints himſelf, without the Concurrence of his Com- 


rades; for if he had acted in concert with them, he muſt have 
been better informed, and would nat have complained of his 
Officers, when they only ated in Obedience to his Majeſty's 


Orders. 5 E | s 

As another corroborating Circumſtance, I ſhall quote the 
Opinion of the Regimental Court Martial, on this Article. 
_ © The Court hav ng taken into Conſideration, the Charges 


made by David Blakeney, do admit the firſt Charge to he true, 
being in Conſequence of his Majeſty's Order for Medicing - 


Money.” 


Here, the Appellant was told the Reaſon of this Stoppage, | 


and muſt have known that it was agreeable to the Articles of 


War; yet not ſatisfied with that, he till perſiſts in his Ob- 


ſtinacy, and complains of this very Article again, before a 
General Court-Martial, and D r L-— s exclaims 
againſt them, for finding this Part of his Cojuplaint, vexatious 
and groundleſs ! DE 


Where elſe, could the Dr have found ſuch a Client, or 


the Cl:ent ſuch a Patron and Advocate ? 


2d ARTICLE. © That tho! he has ſerved near three Years, 


he never received either Money, or any Value, for Utenſil 
Money. | | 100 

Now, it appeared before the General Court Martial, that 
Blakeney had never complained to the Commanding Officer, 


for not receiving Utenſil Money; and that when Major Strat» 


ten knew that he made it an Article of Complaint, before the 


l Regimental Court Martial, he ordered him immediate Pay- 


ment, 
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ment, even for the Year 1765, tho' he was not intitled to it, 
as he had only ſerved eight Months of that Year, and the 
Man he ſucceeded had received it., See Depoſit. No. 18, 19. 
It was alſo proved, that there was two Years Utenſil Mo- 
ney due to the Regiment, but not yet iſſyed by the Board of 
Ordnance. | Jo" 
Let the Diſpaſſionate and Unprejudiced judge, whether the 
D- has Realon to call this, an ex poſt facto Payment, when 
it is evident, that the Commanding Officer gave the Com- 
plainant Redreſs, even for an imaginary Grievance. I cal 
it imaginary, becauſe he was not entitled to any Utenſil Mo+ 
ney for the Year 1765. This is à ſtriking Inſtance of the 
Generoſity and Indulgence with which Blakeney was treated. 


. Even ſuppoſing it a Grievance, he ſhould have firſt ap- 


plied to the Commanding Officer for Redreſs, before he 
made it a Charge at a Court Martial. But as he did not 
chooſe to follow this proper Method, was the Commanding 


Officer, by the Impudence and Neglect of the Complainant, 
to be precluded from redrefing « Grievance, when be was 
Il; 


firſt apprized of jt? and is the Dr juſtified in calling this 
huſh Money, and throwing an Odium on à General Court 
Martial, for finding this Article of Complaint groundleſs ? 
NM. B. The Allowance for Utegſil Money is about ning 
Pence Halfpenny per Annum. 8 2 71 

For my Part, Fam convinced, that the D—r's Attach, 
ment to this David Blakeney, ſprings from a ſimilar and ſedi- 
tious Turn of Mind in them both. Their Tempers are con- 
genial, and it is no Wonder the D—r ſympathizes with hig 
Friend, who has acted on thoſe Principles which have always 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf. It is therefore, as natural for him to 
ſupport ſo promiſing a Pupil, as it is for a Snajl to ſtick cloſe 
to its own Slime. OD , 

3d ArTicLE. © That on his coming or entering into the 
Regiment, he received an old bad Coat, and in ſome time af. 
ter, a new Waiſtcoat and Breeches, far which Breeches he 
was forced to pay ſix Shillings and fix Pence, by two Shillingg 
a Week, ſtopped out of his Subſiſtence.” 

The Complainant declared before the Court, that he was 
ſatisfied in reſpect to the Coat. Col. Chentwix admitted the 
Charge as to the Breeches. — It being the Cuſtom, to provide 
Recruits with uniform Breeches, when they join the Regi- 
ment, the Board of -Ordnance not allowing new Breeches for 
them; and the Men diſcharged are allowed to take away tbe 
old ones. | SHED od, 

6 | We 
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We ſee that even David Blakeney was convinced that his 


| Complaint for not receiving a new Coat, immediately on 


joining the Regiment was-unreaſonable, and as a Proof of 
Conviction, declared he was thoroughly ſatisfied in regard to it. 
As the Board of Ordnance does not allow new Breeches 
for the Recruits, I believe few People will think it unrea- 
ſonable, that a Commanding Officer ſhould oblige them to 
furniſh themſelves; for otherwiſe they muſt go without them: 
Their being uniform, excluſive of Appearance, is alſo an 
Advantage to the Men, as a large Quantity of Cloth, particu- 
larly provided for this Purpoſe, is always bought at a cheaper 
Rate, than if each Man was to buy juſt what was ſufficient to 
ſerve himſelf. 
I have {tated the Appellant's Complaint in his own Words; 


I ſhall now do the ſame for Dr 's; for his Articles do 
not always coincide with his Client's. 


' © That inſtead of full Cloatbing appointed by bis Majeſty, 
this Complainant got but an old bad Coat, Ec. 

Now, many People have been weak enough to believe the 
D r, and imagine, that every Recruit is intitled to new 


_ Cloathing on his joining the Regiment; But that the Colonel 


takes Advantage of his Ignorance, gives him an old * 
Coat, and ſo makes a Perquiſite of the new one. 

It is proper therefore to explain this: There is Cloathing 
furniſhed for every Regiment once a Year. - When any 
Soldiers die, or are diſcharged, and the Vacancies filled up, 
before the next Cloathing becomes due, the Recruits can 
only be ſupplied with the old Coats of the former Mep, which 


are kept in Store for that Purpoſe. 


What Trouble would it have ſaved the D-—r if he had 
been acquainted with this, and ſome other Particulars, before 
he wrote the M—-r for Courts-Mariial! ! hope he will be 
candid enough in . his next Fdition, to take Example from 
David Blakeney, and make an Apology for. his Miſtake : His 
great Abilities lead him aſtray, he thinks he can ſhew moſt 
Ingenuity by defending a bad Cauſe, and for that Reaſon 
generally chooſes one. 

I really pity him, and am not one of thoſe. who allow 
him no Merit. For I am convinced, that if he would take 
fome Pains to underſtand the Subject he writes on, pay 2 
proper Regard to Truth, ſtudy his Grammar and correct his 
Style, he would not be fo totally unqualified for an Author, 
as ſome prejudiced People imagine. 

4th ARTICLE. ** That there has been the Deduction or 
one Halfpenny per Week made in his Pay, from May 1765, 


until a 


9 3 
until July 1766, which was ſaid to be for the Uſe of the 


mary. | | 
: Col. Chenevix depoſed, that this was done by the Duke of 


Leinſter, then Maſter General of the Ordnance, who eſta- 
bliſhed an Infirmary, and on the 6th of February, 1765, gave 


out an Order, that one Halfpenny per Week ſhould be 


ſtopped from each Man, and paid the Surgeon of the Re- 
giment, to provide the Sick with Wine, Sugar and Spices, 
and ſuch other additional Medicines as might be proper, 
which Order was given out publickly, and this Stoppage 
was diſcontinued when the Infirmary was laid afide in Septem- 
ber, 1766. p 
Here, we ſee a trifling Stoppage was made from the Men, 
to enable the Surgeon to keep up a Regimental Infirmary ; 
fo have the Soldiers conſtantly. under his own Care, and 
fupply them with ſuch coſtly, but neceſſary Medicines, as 
they muſt otherwiſe have wanted. | 
Surely an Eftabliſhment of this Sort, muft be acknow- 
leged to be particularly calculated for the Sake of the Men, 


and inſtead of being a Grievance, ſhews the Humanity, 
Tenderneſs and Care of the Colonel who ordered it. 
th ARTICLE. “ That he received no Half Mounting 


Money, in Money, Goods, or any Sort of Value, until he 
was a Year in the Regiment, and then he only received 
five Shillings, tho” he got the Cloaths above mentioned, 
and another Suit. | | | 

Col. Chenevix admitted the above Article, and depoſed 
that (with the Approbation of the Duke of Leinſter, then 
Maſter of the Ordnance) he had made it a Regulation, fome 
time in the Year 1762, that every Man who had been 
one Year in the Regiment from the 14th of Auguſt (which 


was the Day of Cloathing) ſhould be entitled to full Half 


Mounting Money, and as ten Shillings, is the full Sum, the 
Complainant received fave Shillings, which was his Proporti- 
on, the-other-fye, being paid to the Man that he ſucceeded. 
Now, what could be more equitable than ſuch a Regulati- 
on, that. proportions the Half Mounting Money to the time 


of each Man's Service? | 


If a Soldier had only ſerved Half a Year, and was then 
diſcharged, he . was advanced five Shillings of the Half 
Mounting Money, (which was not paid to the Regiment, 
*till the next Cloathing,) and conſequently the Perſon who 
{ucceeded him, cquld only be entitled to the remaining five. 

The 
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The whole Sum, which is an annual Bounty, being 6qually 


divided between the ?wo, who had completed a Yeat's Ser. 


vice. | | 
6th ARTICLE. © That there has been the Deduction of 
one Pound two Shillitigs and nine Pence, made in his Pay, 
in the Year 1765, for a Pair of Leather Breeches, and the 
Deduction of thirteen Shillings and ſix Penee in the Yeat 
1766, for another Pait of Leather Breeches. 0 | 
The Grievance here complained of is this: As Ex- 
perience ſhewed, that the Blue Cloth Regithental Breeches 
would not laſt a Year, the Men were neceſſatily obliged to 
buy Breeches for themſelves. The Colonel ordered Ieathef 
ones to be bought, as he knew they were the moſt laſting, and 
conſequently cheapeſt. | 2085 = 2 
The Reaſon why the Complainant was ſtopped one 
Pound two Shillings and nine Pence the firſt Year, was, 
becauſe he choſe Buckſkin. The Colonel having entirely 
left the Choice to the Men themſelves, as the Complainant 
acknowledged. | | 00 
Now it is very well known to every Body in the leaſt con- 
verſant with Military Matters, that the Officers are oblig- 
ed to provide the Men with Shirts, Shoes, Stockings, &c, 
and often advance large Sums for this Purpoſe, and the only 
wy they can be reimburſed, is by putting the Soldiers 
er weekly Stoppages. „„ 
Withont this, few of them would be prudent enough to 
provide themſelves. It is very troubleſome to the Officers 
to do fo, and certainly can be of no Advantage. Yet even 


this is not practiſed indiſcriminately: For as there are ſome 


of the Soldiers in every Regiment, who can de depended on, 
their Subſiſtence is always paid them without any Deduction. 

[ ſhall give à convincing Proof of the Officers Difinter- 
eſtedneſs on this Subject. gn, 

It is a known Practice in every Regiment ordered for 
America, to buy a large Quantity of Linen, feveral hundred 
Pair of Shoes, Stockings, Ec. as they are almoſt Cent. per 
Cent. cheaper here, than they could be provided there. 
By this Means, the Men are furniſhed with theſe Articles, 
at firſt Coſt. This ſhews that Generofity and Love of the 
Soldiers, which has become the Characteriſtic of Britiſh 
Officers. They ate not obliged to advance Money tor 
theſe Neceſſaries, and nothing could induce them to it, - 
but a Regard for the brave Men intruſted to their 
Cate. Suppoſing they did not chooſe to do ſo, neither the 
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D rr or David Blakeney could complain of it as a Griev- 
ance, tho' they were forced to pay the current Price of the 
Country, for what they wanted. | 

Such is the conduct of thoſe Gentlemen whom the D——r 
in general, repreſents as Tyrants and Oppreſlors |— 

7th Ax Tic. That there has been the DeduQtion of 
Eight Shillings and nine Pence, ſtopt for a Buff coloured 
Waiſtcoat. 

The Court, ſays the DU, in their Sentence, admit the 
Charge of the Buff colour'd Waiſtcoat to be a Grieyance in 
the ſtrongeſt Terms, to wit. The Court finds that with 
Re'pe& to the Seventh Article of the Charge, the ſtoppage 
made from the Complainant on the ſaid Article, was a 
Grievance, as being unneceſſary ; the Cloathing of the Royal 
Regiment of Artillery being aſcertained by his Majeſty, and 
thought ſufficient,” | | | 

Then follows this pithy Obſervation. *© Hence, it is 
eaſy to Judge, whether or not Juſtice is done to the Corps 
in general, or to the Complainant in particular. And whe- 
ther the Complaint can be judged vexatious or groundleſs, 
which alone can -bring the Complainant or Appellant under 
the Cenſure of the Court-Martial, according to the 12th, 
Section of the Articles of War.” 

Now this Remark, which the D——r undoubtedly ſup- 
poſes unanſwerable, is the ſtrongeſt Proof of the Juſtice and 
Impartiality of the Court-Martial. — Their confirming this 
Article-of his Complaint, clearly ſhows how well inclined they 
were to redreſs any of his Grievances, and from this very 
Circumſtance, we may reaſonably conclude, that if the other 
Articles of his Charge had been equally ſupported, they 
would have been treated with the ſame Candour and 
Equity. | * . 

But becauſe this Article is allowed, the D Er triumph- 


antly aſks, whether the Complaint can be judged vexatious 


and groundleſs? | 

He attempts to confound this Article with the others, and 
woul |. inſinuate, as if the Court had included it in their 
Sentence, and conſidered it as vexatious and groundleſs, 
Tho! indeed the Diſtinction was ſo very obvious, that 1 
am furprized how he could overlook it? perhaps he 
means, that becauſe the Appellant made good one Article, 
that it was therefore unjuſt to ſtigmatize the others as vexa- 
tious and groundleſs, and puniſh the Complainant for his 


Appeal. 
8 C He 


CIS 1 
He muſt either have one of theſe Meanings or none at all. 
But I have too good an opinion of his Parts to ſuppoſe the 
latter.— ſhall therefore beg leave to aſk him one Queſtion, 
which is applicable to the preſent SubjeQ. 

Suppoſe a Perſon tried in a Civil Court for three different 
Crimes, and only convicted of two of them; would it be 
unjuſt and illegal to puniſh him for thoſe two, becauſe he 
was acquitted of the Third. 5 ES 

But as the D——r has diſplayed all his Oratory on this 
Topic, let us again liſten to him in his own ſtrain. 

*© Therefore the pronouncing the Complaint vexatious 
and groundleſs, became a ſuperlative additional Grievance, 
repugnant to the Spirit of the Military Law, a d to every 
Principle of Common Law and Juſtice,” —The Dor 
ſhould have conſidered, that every Article was equally à Part 
of the Appellant's Complaint ; and if it did not appear that 
he had ſufficient Reaſon for each one, it muſt be deemed 
vexatious and groundleſs, and conſequently puniſhable by 
the very Words and Spirit of the Military Law. 25 

“ But, continues the D——r, while any Part of the 
Complaint was confeſſed to. be true, and well founded, the 
aj could not juſtly be ſaid to be vexatious and ground- 
- 1 the Cenſure muſt be arbitrary and 
| The F of his Argument conſiſis in this, he would 
have his R conſider the Appeal, without refleQing on 
the ſeveral Charges that compoſed it ; and fo by quibbling 
on a Word, would confine every Article of the Complaint 
to that ſingle one, which the Court judged to be a 
Grievance. | 

To ſhew the. Abſurdity of this Argument, in a ſtronger 
Light, let us ſuppoſe the Court-Maitia} had been of the 
fame Sentiments with the D-—r.— Their Sentence muſt 
have run thus. | 05 

The Court finds, that with reſpect to the ſeventh Article 


of the Charge, tlie Stoppage made from the Complainant 


was a Grievance, as being unneceſſary, Se. — And there- 
fore, in Conſideration of his having proved this, they Uke- 
wiſe admit all the other Articles of his Comptaint to be 
Grievances: For tho' it appeared by Evidence produced 
before Us, that he had no juſt Cauſe of Complaint as to 
thoſe Articles, yet his having proved the Seventh, alters the 


Nature of the reft, and tho' they are "KY vexatious 
and 


bo. 
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and groundleſs ; yet we can by no Means admit them to be 
ſo; er it is our Opinion that the Seventh Article contains 
in itſelf, the Eſſence of all the reſt. We therefore include 
all the Complainant's unjuſt Charges in the Seventh Articl 
and-as We find that one to be a Grievance, We think al 
the others muſt be equally fo. | Toe 
But, ſays the D——r, if this and other Confeſſions of 
Stoppages and Alterations of Pay and Cloathing want fur- 
ther Proof, let it be remembered, that it was proved by 
the Adjutant of the Regiment, «n the Floor of the Houſe of 
Commons, that the whole Corps was under Stoppages, 
at two Shillings a Week out of their Subſiſtence. 
Let it alſo be remembered, that the Subſiſtence of a 
Matroſs is five Shillings and ſix Pence Halfpenny, which 
wants but five Pence Halfpenny to be double the Subſiſtence 
of a private Centinel in a Marching Regiment, —Confequently 
ſuch a Stoppage when Neceſſity requires it, which leaves 
Gx Pence Halfpenny per Week more than what the Legiſla- 
ture has deemed ſufficient for the Subſiſtence of another 
Part of the Forces, cannot be looked upon as unreaſonable. 
8th AgTicLEe. That there has been a Deduction of two 
Shillings for a Hat, and alſo two Pence for Feretting to tie 
the fame. 
It appeared to the Court that the Complainant had a 
plain Hat of his own, which he ſaid was bad; that it was 
the Cuſtom of the Regiment formerly, to wear the Hat the 
firſt Year, with the Lace on, the next year to take it off, 
clean the Hat, and wear jt plain. But as Col. Chenevix 
found that a plain Hat was a diſadvantage to the Appearance 
of the Regiment, and too bad to be wore by a Soldier, at the 
latter End of the Year, and thought that the laced Hats 
which were then in Store, would be very much abuſed by the 
long Gun and Howitzer t xerciſe, which the Regiment was 
then carrying on in the Park, and intending for the future to 
have a full Suit of Hats and Cloathing in Store ſor the Men; 
He therefore (by the approbation of Lord Shannen) ordered 
ſmall coarſe Hats to be t for the Regiment, by which 
Means they would, for the future, always have laced Hats to 
wear. Beſide, the Complainant had no Hat due to him as 
— N it not being his Due till the 14th of Auguſt 
0 , . | | "+ 
I will with y refer it to the judicious and impartial, 
whether à ſmall Expence of this Kind, deſigned for the Ap- 
| C 2 pearance 
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pearance and Credit of the Regiment (and which was only to 
. laſt for one Year) could be reckoned a Grievance, 
One Part of the Complainants Evidence was proved to 
be falſe, as he had not a Hat due to him at that Time. 
Further, as the King's Letter, fixing the Cloathing of the 


Royal Iriſb Regiment of Artillery, mentions nothing of Hats, 


this Point of Dreſs is conſequently left to be regulated at the 
Diſcretion of the Commanding Officer, | 

gth ARTICLE. That the DeduCtion of one Half-penny 
per Month, has been made in the like Manner, which was 
ſaid to be for cleaning the little Houſe. 2 

It appeared to the Court, that a Number of the Men of 
the Regiment, In the Name of the Whole, had applied to 
the Adjutant, to requeſt that Col, Chenevix would conſent 
to allow the above Stoppage to be made, in order to pay a 
Man to keep the Neceſſary Houſe clean, which the Col. 
allowed, As the Man then became the Servant of the 
Regiment, of courſe it was their Bufineſs to make him da 
that Part of his Duty. Rag 

The Regiment never complained to Col, Chenevix that 
the Neceſſary Houſe was not kept clean, till Ocfober laſt, 
at which time the Col. defired, that the Man ſhould be 
diſcharged, and the Stoppage diſcontinued, which' was ac- 
cordingly done, | 

The Complainant acknowleged, that he thought this 
was a very ſufficient Reaſon for the Stoppage, and deſired 
leave to ſubmit it to the Court, he not knowing that the 
Men of the Regiment had applied to the Col. for that Pur- 
poſe, nor was he in the Regiment at the Time the Applica, 
tion was made, 1 | 
I believe even the D-—r will agree with the Appel- 
lant, and allow, that“ this was a very ſufficient Reaſon 
for the Stoppage.” . 

I ſhall only take Notice of the Fmprobability that the 
Complainant could be ſo long ignorant of this, as it was 
done at the Requeſt of the whole Regiment. 

And how litigious, fooliſh and obſtinate was it for him 
to trouble both a Regimental and a General Co rt-Martial 
with ſuch a frivilous Charge, 2 8 

icth ArTICLE, That there has been the Deduction of 
two Shillings per Week, made ſince the 26th of September 
1767, which was all for a Frock, except two Shillings and 
ſeven Pence for the making of Regimental Breeches, and 
one Shilling for Ribband to tie his Hair. 1 
0 
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Col. Chevenix acknowleged, that having obſerved for a 
Year or two paſt, that moſt of the Regiments on this Eſta- 
bliſhment, were furniſhed with Frock Coats, to ſave their 


Regimental Cloathing, was of Opinion, that ſo uſeful a 


Method ſhould be adopted for the Regiment of Artillery, 


that they might always appear to the ſame Advantage with 


other Corps ; he therefore ordered cheap Frock Coats to be 
bought for the Regiment, and the Men to be put under 
Stoppages for them. Ay | 
Now it appeared to the Court, that Col, Chenevix when 
he had heard, that the Men of Capt. Bet/worth's Company, 
had objeQed to the Frock Coats, deſired they might chooſe 
three of their Comrades, and ſend them to him, that he 
might- acquaint them why he thought it expedient, and for 
the good of the Regiment. 
After he had explained his Reaſons to them, they appeared 
eQly ſatisfied, and only objected to the Manner in which 
they were to be made up. The Col. to indulge them, left 
it intirely to their own Option, whether they would chooſe 
long or ſhort Skirts, | 
| Surely their Objection to the Manner of having them 
made up, proves their conſenting to have the Frocks, other- 
wiſe there-would have been no diſpute about it. 
Mr. Blakeney was inſolent enough on this Occaſion, to ob- 
ject to ſhort Skirts, becauſe the Gentleman imagined it 
would make him look—like a Foot Soldier. And for this 
| Reaſon, the Queſtion was carried by a great Majority for 
long Skirts, tho? it was an additional Expence of three Shil- 
lings and nine Pence to each Man. | 
A Regimental Order was produced to the Court, which 
directed the Men to bring their old Coats to be examined, that 
if found proper, they might be converted into Frocks. By 
this it appears, that whatever Grievance Blakeney ſuffered by 
the coſt of the Frock, he might have avoided it, . by pay- 
ing that Obedience which the Law-requires, to the Orders 
of his Commanding Officer, inſtead of preſuming, in the 
-moſt impudent Manner, ts explain that Order, quite diffe- 
rent from the Meaning of the Officer who gave it out, 
and quite different from the Manner in which it was 
underftood and obeyed by the other Men of the Regi- 
ment; a preſumption which juſtly rendered him liable to a 
ſevere Puniſhment; and ſhews the very great Indulgence 
and Tenderneſs of his Officers in not inflicting it. 
A 3-Y 11th AgTICLE. 


| 
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- 11th ArRTicLE. That the Cloathing which became due 
in Auguſt, was not permitted to be worn above two Days, 


| when they were taken from the Men, and locked up in the 


Stores, where they have been kept ever ſince from the Com- 
plainant and the reſt of the Men. | oth Le ty 

I need ſay little on this Article, as I ſuppoſe few will 
pw it unreaſonable in a Commanding Officer, to preſerve 
the Cloathing clean and in good Order, for the Credit of the 
Regiment. : 

One might - imagine, that the Complainant intended to 
prove, that there was a Deſign to cheat the Soldiers of their 
Cloathing. But ſo mighty a Grievance only Amounts to 
this, that they were not permitted to ſpoil and ſully their 
new Coats, as ſoon, and in what manner they pleaſed. 

12th ARTICLE. He will prove that there are ſeveral 
Men. muſtered in the Regiment as Soldiers, who at other 


times wear a Livery, and do not _— do their Duty as 


ſuch; and that there is a Man muſtered by the Name of 
Jobe Robinſon, who bas neither done Duty, nor appeared in 
Regimentals at Muſter. 


As this Article is anſwered in the moſt ſatisfatory, ſenſible 
and explicit Manner, by Col. Chevenix, in his * ad- 
trat 


dreſſed to the Court Martial, I ſhall here give an 
from it. | |; Ty 
I come now, Gentlemen, to the twelfth and laſt Ar- 
ticle, which is for falſe Muſters, and 1 hope I have fully 
proved to the Court, that the three firſt Men mentioned by 
the Complainant, were duly enliſted, did all Duties as Soldiers 
before they were employed by Officers as Servants, and there- 
fore humbly apprehend, they can not come within the Mean- 


ing and Intent of falſe Muſters. As to their wearing Liveries, 
his late Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland ordered, 
that no. Soldier ſhquld ever work in his Regimental Cloaths, 
and as this Attendance is conſidered as a Sort of Working, 
the Officers are obliged to furniſh them with Cloaths to 


wear, when they are thus employed,” 


. « In regard to Jaba Robinſon, Son of Lieutenant Robinſon, 
Adjutant of the Regiment, complained of, as not being duly 
enliſted, J hope it will appear to the Court, that it has been 
the Cuſtom of the Army, even beyond the Memory of any 


Officer now exiſting, to allow the Indulgence to Merit and 


Service, of muſtering, as Volunteers, the Sons of Officers, 


which Cuſtom could not be carried on without the Knowledge 
of every Commander in Chief, who, I preſume, would not 


have 
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have allowed theſe Practices, had they been thought detri- 
mental to the Service.? | 3 1 43 

The Meaning of the ſeventh Article of the fourth SeQion 4 
of the Articles of War, was to prevent the muſtering of me- 
nial Livery Servants, but Blakeney himſelf confeſſed, that he 
believed theſe Men were duly enliſted and atteſted; and it was 
proved on Oath, that they were ſo, confequently, it was no 
Breach of that Article to muſter-them as Soldiers. 

They could not, as if they were merely Servants, by throw- 
ing off their Liveries and quitting their Maſters, at the ſame 
Time quit his Majeſty's Service, and go away at their Pl. afure. 
—No; theſe were to all Intents and Purpoſes Soldiers; - the 
others, againſt whom the Law provides, being only Fagats. 
The Complainant alſo applied to the Court, in Support of 
his Charge, to order the Muſter Rolls of the Artillery, for 
ſix Months laſt paſt, to be laid before them, that he might 
them prove his Allegation, that the Men mentioned by 
him in his Charge for falſe Muſters, were not marked in 
the Margin, abſent by Leave, as depoſed by Colonel Chenevix, 
The Muſter Rolls being accordingly produced, on reading 
them, it appeared that the ſeveral Men mentioned by the 
Complainant, were regularly muſtered for the faid ſix Months 
and properly marked in the Margin, as depoſed by Colonel 
Chenevix, | | 
I think it will be pertinent in this Place, to infert two 
Anecdotes of this Mr. Blakeney, as they may give the Public- 
a little Inſight into the real Character, and Diſpoſition of 
the Man. | 
When Lieutenant Ro#inſon of the Royal Regiment of 
Artillery, was ſent by the Court to the Secretary's Office 
for the Muſter Rolls, the Complainant requefted, that Ma- 
jor Sirr, the Judge Advocate, might allow him to ſend a 
dier to watch Lieutenant Robinſon, and take Care that he 
did not make any Addition or Alteration in the Muſter Rolls, 
in Order to invalidate his Charge. | Y 
During the two or three firit Days of the Trial, the Ap- 
pellant was attended by Counſellor Blofſet, a Gentleman of 
Eminence in his Profeffion, who appeared as the Appellant's 
Counfſel—But David Blakeney behaved ſo impudently and in- 
ſolently, eren ts him, that he refuſed to appear any longer 
in his Cauſe, and fo reſigned his Client to the humane and 
erous D Hr L---s. . | Ta ; 

As an Inſtance of the very reſpe&ful Manner, in which 

the D. -r ſays, the Complainant always applied ta 


his 
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his Commanding Officer for Redreſs, I ſhall here inſert one 
of his Letters to Colonel Chenevix, which was produced to 
the Court, and acknowledged by the Complainant to be his 
Hand-writing, | 


Honoured Sir, Ne 
I Beg Leave to remind you of the Promiſe you made 

on Saturday laſt, Viz. 1hat you would give me an 
Anſwer to the Requeſt I made at a General Court Martial. 
It is now eleven Days ſince I firſt required it of Captain 
Betteſworth, the Difficulty of getting one is not ſo great, but 
it might have been over in a much ſhorter Time, how- 
ever, 8, I will, wait untill next Friday, when, if I hear 
nothing of it, or does not receive an Anſwer, I hope you 
will not take it amiſs, if I then, do as my Luty and the 
Tenor of my Cauſe ſhall dire&.” _ 

| | And am, Honoured Sir, 

Your moſt obed*. humble Serv. 
David PE LAKENEY. 

Chapel Izad, November 4th, 1767. 


“But, (ſays the D----r) The Articles in the Charge, and 
thoſe in the Sentence do not correſpond, How is this to 
be reconciled? To me it appears, that one or two Articles 
of Complaint, exhibited in the Regimental Court Martial 
was ſuppreſſed, and not admitted to come before the Ge- 
neral Court Martial.” 

By this, it ſeems the Complainant had laid before his De- 
fender, the D----r, a String of Complaints, differing in 
many Circumſtances from . thoſe inſerted in the Paper ſigned 
by him, and given in to the Regimental Court Martial. 

That Paper ſeemed originally to contain thirteen Articles, 
one of which was eraſed by the Complainant himſelf, as he 
acknowledged; ſo that only twelve came under the Cogni- 
zance of the Court Martial. He never informed the Court 
why he had done ſo. On being aſked how it became eraſed, 
he anſwered, he was ſatisfied about it, and never once deſired 
it might be examined. Twelve Articles only, were therefore 
produced to the Court, and if the D--- r wall refreſh his 


1 Memory by peruſing their Sentence, he will find they have 


given their Opinion as to the twelve Articles, begianing with 

thoſe which ſeemed moſt material. | 
The D- T proceeds: The moſt material of Blakeney's 
Complaints, as the moſt diſtreſsful and intolerable, was his 
| f Impriſon- 
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Impriſonment by Order of the Regimental Court Martial. 
This therefore was one of the great and primary Objects of 
his Appeal.” Vide Depoſition, No. 1. 

* When this was apprehended by his Officers, he was ſet at 
Liberty ſome Time before the General Court Martial ſat, not 
out of any Compunction or Mercy of that Court, that by 
no Means appears; but on purpoſe to elude the Impriſon- 
ment's being made an Article of his Appeal.“ 

* And we find this had the like Effect with the ex poſt 
facto Payments, for this Impriſonment was not permitted to 
be entered among the Charges, or in any Sort enquired 
into, or even to appear in the Notes or Minutes of the 
Court, as I am informed; it being alleged, that the Com- 
plainant was releaſed from his Impriſonment before the Ge- 
neral Court Martial fat, and this Releaſe was inſiſted on, 
and adjudged by the Court to be a ſufficient Bar againſt 
every Attempt to introduce or plead the Charge of Im- 
priſonment.“ 

Now it happens that not a Syllable of the Impriſon- 
ment was ever mentioned to the General Court Martial by 
the Complainant, or any other Perſon, ſo that the D----r's 
Repreſentation is a groſs Falſhood. | 

But I fancy the Reader, by this Time, will not be much 
ſurprized at it, as it is ſo familiar a Cuſtom with him thro? 
his whole Performance. 

* As I am informed,” ſays this candid Author; and in 
another Place, as it appeared by the Minutes of a Gentle- 
man of Credit taken at the Court Martial.“ 

This Gentleman, appears to be a Perſon of as much Credit 
and Veracity as would ſuit his Purpoſe, and. who probably 
knowing that nothing pleaſed the D----r ſo well as falſe and 
malignant Hints to the Prejudice of the Court, reſolved to 
feaſt and gratify this charitable Writer. He was ſure of a 
gracious Reception and hearty Welcome, as a Thief is al- 
ways acceptable to the Receiver of ſtolen Goods. | 

* Now let us (continues this Author) take a curſory View 
of the Propriety, Juſtice and Judgment of this Sentence. It 
begins for Regularity, with the ſeventh Article, which corre- 
— with the ninth in the Complaint, (that is in the D----r's 

omplaint) the ſupernumerary unneceſſary Buff Waiſtcoat, 
which is confeſſed to be a Grievance, but attempted to be 
conſtrued away by Value given.” | 
What determined the Judgment of the Court on that Ar- 


ticle was this: As the Cloathing of the Royal Regiment of 
D Artillery 


IL 26 1 

Artillery was aſcertained by his Majeſty, they found the A- 
ticle of the Buff-coloured W aiſtcoat to be a. . But 
what other Redreſs than that contained in the Sentence could 
they award him? | 

They found it a Grievance, they condemned it as ſuch, 
they ordered he ſhould keep it, as the full Value of the Stop- 
page made on that Account. NG | 

They did not find any Officer guilty of a Breach of the 
21ſt Section of the Mutiny AQ, becauſe it did not appear that 
the Man had been defrauded of any Part of his Pay ; nor 
could they comprehend that what the Commanding Officer 
(however he might be miſtaken)thought neceſſary for the Ma- 
trols, and which was deemed a ſufficient Value for the Pay, 
ſtopped, could be conſtrued into a detaining or with-holding, 
any Part of the Soldier's Pay, or come within the Meaning of 
the Mutiny Act. 

* But (ſays the D----r) the Number of the Articles in the 
Charge, and thoſe in the Sentence of the Court Martial, do not 
correſpond, How is this to be reconciled? To me it appears, 
that one or two of the Articles of Complaint exhibited in the 
Regimental Court Martial were ſuppreſſed, and not admitted 
to come before the General Court Martial,” | 

“For as I am informed, when the Commanding Officer 
gave the Complainant no Redreſs, and he reſolutely, yet re- 
ſpectfully inſiſted upon his Complaints being judged by a Re- 
gimental Courr Martial ; the Adjutant in the Morning this 
Court fat, put ſome Money into the Complainant's Hand, in 
lieu of the Farthings ſtopped for the unheard of Carriage of 
his Pay. And though this was and ſhould have been taken 
as a Confeſſion of Guilt, and the ſtrongeſt Proof that could 
be given of the Truth of the Complaint; yet this Article 
was ſtruck out of the Charge, and not admitted to come be- 
fore the Court, but new modelled, as the Judges thought 
proper, regardleſs of the Soldier's unqueſtionable Right to 
make this an Article of his Complaint, before both the Regi- 
mental and General Court Martial.” 5 55 

As a Reply to theſe two groundleſs, and falſe Accuſations, 
Vid. Depoſitions, No. 1, 2, 3, of the Appendix. 
hut it is no Wonder (ſays the D----r) if ſome material 

Articles were permitted to be ſuppreſſed and denied the juſt 
Adjudication in Appeal; that Blakeney's Complaints ſhould be 
found vexatious and groundleſs.“ Ay 


What 


La 


What concluſive Reaſoning! even granting what the D 


advances to be true, tho? it is abſolutely falſe. See Affidavit, 


No. 1. The Purport of the D----rs Logic is this: | 
It is no Wonder that the Complaints which came before 
the Court Martial were deemed vexatious and groundleſs, as 


ſeveral others were ſuppreſſed: But if thoſe ſuppreſſed ones had 


been fairly produced, it would have been impoſſible for the 
Court to have found the other Articles vexatious and ground- 
leſs. For tho' there was no Connexion between the ſeveral 


Articles of Complaint, as they were each, independent of the | 


other, yet notwithſtanding this, thoſe ſuppreſſed Articles 
would have clearly ſhewn the Truth and Juſtice of the other 


Charges, as they were endued with a ſurprizing Power of 


intuitively convincing every Body, not only of the Grievances 


contained in them, but alſo of every Grievance in all the other, 


Articles—Such a puzzle-brained Author ſhould never aſſert a 
Falſhood, even out of Policy, as it gives one a double Adyan- 
tage of both queſtioning his Intellects and Morals, - + 

* But ſeveral Articles, (the Dr ſays) beſides thoſe 
that were ſuppreſſed, appear well grounded, and inconteſtible 
Proof of all the reſt has been, and now is ready to be offered, 
— Therefore they are neither groundleſs nor malicious, much 
leſs are they a Breach of the 12th Section of the Articles of 
War; ſuch a Breach can only be made by Officers, and 
thoſe of the higher Rank.” 9k 

To begin with the firſt part of this inconſiſtent Paragraph, 
* Inconteſtible Proof was, and now is ready to be offered of 
all the reſt.” By this he would inſinuate, that the Court re- 
fuſed the Evidence offered, to be produced, and that they 

ronounced Sentence, without liſtening to ſuch Evidence, — 
Even David Blakeney would have too much Senſe and Mo- 
deſty to join his Advocate in this Aſſertion! 

Every Queſtion that he propoſed to have aſked, was 
aſſented to by the Court. Every Man he called in as a Wit- 
neſs, was examined in the Manner he himſelf choſe. What 
could be more juſt ? What more candid ? “ But inconteſtible 
Evidence is now ready to he produced.” | 

A Criminal might as well allege, after he was fairly tryed 
by the moſt open and impartial Proceedings, and convicted 
on undoubted Evidence, that he could then produce ſuffi- 
cient Proofs of his Innocence, and ſo exclaim againſt the 
Judge and Jury for cendemning him We come now to the 
Concluſion of this moſt extraordinary Paragraph. 

D 2 „ There. 
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© Therefore ſuch Complaints are neither groundleſs nor 

malicious, much leſs are they a Breach of the 12th Section 

of the Articles of War. Such a Breach can only be made 
by Officers, and thoſe of the higher Rank.” 3 

I ſhould be glad to know if a groundleſs and vexatious 
Complaint is not to be eſteemed a Breach of the 12th Sec- 
tion, as it is puniſhable by that very Article, If not, by what 
Authority does a Court-Martial preſume to puniſh a Com- 
plainant for his groundleſs Appeal ? 

I imagine the Spirit of this Law ſufficiently explains the 
Letter of it. Ihe Meaning, indeed is clear to any Man of 
common Underſtanding, but dark to the Dr. For, like 
People who have ſore Eyes, he is blinded by too much light. 
—But then, ſays he, Such a Breach can only be made by 
Officers, and thoſe of the higher Rank.” And yet a puniſh- 
ment is allotted by this very Article of War for Soldiers! 
—TheD ——r's'Comments on the Articles of War are admi- 
rable,—Let us now pay a little Attention to that Preciſion, 
which peculiarly diſtinguiſhes this Author's Arguments, 

The 12th Section of the Articles of War (ſays he) pro- 
yides a Remedy for any inferior Officer or Soldier who 


points out where the injured is to complain, gives him a 
Title to a Trial by a Regimental Court-Martial ; and pro- 
vides, that if upon the ſecond Hearing, the Appeal ſhall ap- 
pear to be vexatious and groundleſs, the Appellant ſhall 
be puniſhed at the Diſcretion of the ſaid General Court» 
Martial.” | | 

Does not the Law expreſsly, in this Caſe, lodge a Power 
in the Generel Court-Martial, to puniſh the Appellant, if 
the Complaint appears vexatious and groundleſs ? Yet the 
Dr ſeems to have forgot himſelf, when he thus exclaims, 
If any Crime appeared in the Appellant, it could not be 
cognizable, in a Court appointed only to try the Truth of 
his Appeal, For ſuch a Crime, another Court ſhould have 
been appointed, where the Officers compoſing this Court, 


thinks himſelf wronged by his > comp or Captain. It 


might appear as Witneſſes, not as Judges.“ 


Nou this Cenſure, inſtead of affecting the Court, falls on 
the Legiſlature, for veſting them with this Power. For the 
D——r firſt allows, they have ſuch a Power by the Laws of 
their Country, and then blames them for exerciſing it, tho; 
they were obliged to do fo, in the Execution of their Duty. 

Indeed, his Ingenuity in this Point is admirable, —What a 
Happineſs is it to carry on a Controverſy with an — 
| wane 
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who ſaves one the Trouble of confuting him, by kindly con- 
tradicting himſelf in the Progreſs of his Argument, I can- 
not help comparing him to a certain Animal, called a Pig, 
which by attempting to ſwim, will cut it's own Throat. 

% Beſides, (ſays this judicious Author) the Appellant was 
conſidered in a different Light from a Complainant, under 
the 12th Section of the Articles of War, and arraigned with- 
out. any Evidence, for Crimes which came not before this 
Tribunal.” The Complaint is ſaid to be malicious, and he 
is arraigned as a ſeditious and litigious Man, and therefore 
ſentenced to receive five hundred Laſhes.—This is another 
pregnant Proof of the Author's Ignorance and Sophiſtry.— 
As to the Court's declaring in their Sentence, that the 
thought the Complaint malicious, they only uſed the Word 
as more explanatory, tho? already implied in the Words vex- 
atious and groundleſs : As the Articles were proved to be ſo, 
was it any ny to term them alſo malicious, as it ap- 
peared he had ſwelled his Complaint with eleven unjuſt Ar- 
ticles, merely to aſperſe and vilify the Character of his 
Officers ? | | 

He was alſo termed a ſeditious and litigions Man, as the 
Tendency of his Appeal was to inflame the Minds of his 
Comrades, to make them conſider their Officers as Knaves, 
who by extending their Authority in a moſt arbitrary and 
illegal Manner, cheated and impoſed on them. 1 

This Sentence was to be publickly read to the Garriſon, 
it therefore became neceſſary for the Court to explain their 
Sentiments in the ſtrongeſt and moſt explicit Terms. 

The Complainant's Puniſhment was to be conſidered by 
every Soldier, as an Enforcement of the Laws, for a ſcan- 
dalous Infringement of Order and Diſcipline. A general 


Court-Martial, by mentioning him in their Sentence, as a 


litigious and ſeditious Fellow, characterized a Man who was 
to be conſidered by the Soldiery as a troubleſome Incendiary. 
It became their Duty to fix this Brand of Infamy on him, 
as it would warn his Comrades, and probably ſave them 
from being ſeduced by his malignant and falſe Inſinuations, 

Perhaps he means it was improper to uſe the Words liti- 
gious and ſeditious, becauſe they are not inſerted in the 12th' 
Section of the Articles of War, for a Breach of which he 
was puniſhed, —He might as well ſay, that it would be an Im- 
propriety for a Judge in his Sentence, to term a convicted 
Pick Pocket a Thief, becauſe the Word Thief was not par- 
ticularly mentioned in the IndiQtment,on which he _ — 

| Mut 


| 


11 
I muſt alſo inform this correct Author, that the Word 
arraign, means to bring a Priſoner to his trial, and was never 
applied by any one but himſelf, to the Terms uſed by a 
Court in their Sentence. The very Etymology of the Word 
might have taught him this. | Y 
There was alſo a Circumſtance attended the General 
Court-Martial, which would have had a different Effe& in a 
Court of Law, from what appeared in that Court, For as 
I am informed, a new Preſident was appointed, who was 
not before a Member of the Court, and with this new and 
uninſtructed Preſident, the Court proceeded to the Judg- 
ment and Sentence which has been before related.” 
For an Anſwer to this, Vide Depoſition, No. 3. But, 
ſays the D——r, “ He who was in Law and Fact the 
Proſecutor, became the Proſecuted.” . 

So far from Blakeney's being conſidered by the Court as 
the Reſpondent, or ever looked upon in the light of the 
Perſon proſecuted, that when Lieutenant . Col. Williamſon 
(of whom the Author, with. the greateſt Juſtice, draws a 


moſt deſervedly amiable Character) called him the Priſoner, 


he was immediately ſet right by the Court; and after, when 
he happened to repeat his Error, inſtantly corrected himſelf, 
and even aſked Pardon of Blakeney for his Miſtake, 

* But (ſays the D——r) Blakeney the Appellant, was ſoon 
converted into Blakeney the Culprit. His very Name, as well 


as his Character and Station, were changed. He was 


ſpoken of by ſome of his Judges, not only as a ſeditious and 
litigious Man, but as a Deſerter from the Britiſh Regiment 
of Artillery. He was frequently, and confidently, and pub- 
lickly called Cunningham, and a Deſerter, and as ſuch he was 
treated. = 

* No Evidence it is true was called to theſe new Accu- 


ſations, nor indeed was any Evidence neceſſary, for the 


Charges were readily taken for granted. In vain therefore 
did this innocent late Appellant, by military Force, I cannot 


ſay by what Law, transformed into a Criminal, and miſ- 
named : in vain did he plead his Innocence, and offer to call- 


Perſons to his Character, as a Soldier and as a Man, and to 
prove where he was born and bred, and that he never was 
out of the Kingdom. Such an Appeal was reckoned no leſs 
audacious or criminal than the firſt. And therefore aggrieved, 
innocent, Iriſb Blakeney, the Appellant, thus transformed into 
Cunningham, a malicious, ſeditious, litigious, Engliſh Deſerter, 
was denyed the ordinary Means of Juſtification 2 = 
rimin 


e 
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Criminals of the deepeſt Dye; and in the Court in which 
he ſued for Redreſs of Grievances, ſentenced to receive five 
Hundred Laſhes,” h 

Here the Dr would have us believe, that David Blake- 
ney was tried by the Couri-Martial, as if he had been one 
Cunningham, a Deſerter. Yet the Name of Cunningham, or 
of Blakeney's being a Deſerter, was never once mentioned, 
either to the Court, or by any Member of the Court. Vide 
Depoſition, No. 3,4, 5, 6. | | | 

et cannot be imagined, (continues the D——r) with 
any Degree of Juſtice or Propriety, that any of the Corps 
of Officers who lately tried, and condemned, and impri- 
ſoned him, in the Regimental Court Martial, ſhould have 
been appointed totry his Complaints again, from an Appeal 
from their own Juriſdidtian, to that of a General Court- 
Martial, a Court in which the Majority of Voices was to 
determine. Andone of theſe it was, who afterwards charged 
Blakeney with being an Engliſh Deſerter.” 

Here the D-—r advances no leſs than three malignant 
Falſhoods in a few Lines. | 

No Officer of the Artillery who ſat on the Regimental 
Court-Martial, was a Member of the General One, It 
will be a ſufficient Proof juſt to mention the Officers Names 
of the Artillery, who ſat on both. 5 


Regimental Court- Martial. 
Capt. Richard Betteſworth, Preſident. 


Lieut. Brady, Senr. Lieut. Craddock, 
| Lieut, Buchanan, 12 Lieu. Atkinſon. 


On the General Court-Martial, 
Capt. Thomas Deſbriſay _ \ Lieut. Brady, Junr. 
Lieut, Thomas ad y 6 ; Members. ſ Lieut, Jobn Handeock, 


Further, Blakeney was never confined by Order of the 
Regimental Court-Martial. Vide Depoſition, No. 1. | 
It is true, the Appellant objeQed to having any Officer of 
the Regiment of Artillery on the General Court-Martial, 
but this was over ruled by the Court, as they were appointed 
to * the Lord Lieutenant's Warrant. It will alſo ap- 
pear, that it was a particular Indulgence, inſtead of being 
p , * a Gr ievance, 
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a Grievance, to have any Officers, but thoſe of his own Corps 
on the General Court-Martial. Op 


To authorize this Aſſertion, I beg Leave to quote the 
2d Article of the 18th Sect. of the Articles of War, which 


only relates to the Artillery. 


For Differences ariſing among themſelves, or in Matters 
relating to their own Corps, the Courts-Martial may be 


compoſed of their own Officers. But where a Number ſuf- 


ficient of ſuch Officers cannot be aſſembled, or in Matters 
wherein other Corps are intereſted, the Officers of Artillery 
ſhall ſit in Courts-Martial, with the Officers of our other 


Corps, taking their Ranks according to the Dates of their 


reſpective Commiſſions.“ 


The D r confeſſes that the Sentence of this arbitrary 


Court-Martial © might ſtill have been executed, in it's utmoſt 


Latitude, unobſerved and unnoticed, had not the moſt pro- 


voking and unheard of Severity been ſhewn preparatory to, 


and at the time of Execution.” 

* Upon the Day appointed for the Execution, a Guard 
was ſent to conduct him in Iron Manacles from the Priſon to 
the place of Execution, at the Barracks. The unfortunate 
Sufferer expoſtulated with the Officer on diſgracing a Soldier, 


who never did any thing contrary to Law, with Marching 


him loaded with Irons like a Thief or a Robber to Execution ; 
declared his willing Submiſſion. to ſuffer agreeable to the 
Sentence, and his Reſolution to go peaceably under the Con- 
duct of the weakeſt Drummer in the Corps. 

This Officer had Humanity enough to be touched with 
ſuch Remonſtrances and Declarations, and therefore led him 
to the Place of Execution without the Manacles, which were 
only carried with the Guard, for- which the humane and 


e Officer was blamed and reprimanded, but he, 


ravely exonerated himſelf, by producing the ſuppoſed Cri- 
minal agreeable to Law. See Depoſition, No. 17. 

But the poor Matroſs had no ſooner reached the place of 
Execution, than he was aſſailed with cruel Scoffs and inſolent 
and wanton abuſe ; ſuch as Oh, ho, Mr. B/akeney, have 
we got you? You have eſcaped the Gallows, but damn me 
if you ſhall eſcape us: You Villain, we will have your 


Blood. Another ſays. D—n ye, you Scoundrel, you ſhall 


now pay for all your Impudence and Villainy.” Come you 
Dog, ſays a third, ſtrip, ſtrip, and fo lays hold on his 
Cloaths to drag them off.“ 


Here are ſeveral Officers pointed at, for behaving in a 
| Manner 


*”. 8-0 . 
Manner that would be a Diſgrace to the moſt inhuman 


Planter, who after being tranſported, had arrived to the Dig- 


nity of exerciſing his Tyranhy over a Negro Slave. . 
— ſuppoſing all this 2 and very circumſtantial 
Account to be utterly falſe, what ſhould we think of the 
Author of it ?—ſhould any Man offer this to the Public as an 
indiſputable Fa&, without firſt taking the only proper Me- 


thod of learning the Truth, by the Teſtimony of ſome 


Perſons of Credit, whoſe Veracity might be depended on. 
I fancy the Dr imagined, that People would believe 
him, becauſe they could not ſuppoſe any Man profligate 


enough to report ſuch a Story without being convinced of 


its Truth. Thus, becauſe few could conceive he would fo 
totally give up all Pretenſions to Modeſty, Truth, and Ho- 
neſty, he wiſely reſolved to take advantage of this, and forfeit 
the Character of a Gentleman, a Man of Honour, and a 
Subject, on the noble Preſumption that it would not be 
tuſpe&ed that he could be baſe enough to do ſol _ 
He has treated his Fellow Citizehs as if a Favourite 


Servant, in the confidence of his Maſter, ſhould cheat and 
defraud him, and hope to eſcape Detection merely from the 
kind Opinion his generous and good natured Maſter enter- 


tained of his Probity. 
As a Proof of my not running into the ſame Fault which 
I blame ſo much in the D——r, I refer to Depoſitions, No, 


1,8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 16, 17, in the Appendix, alſo to 


the Affidavit of a Gentleman and Citizen, No. 12.—Let 
me now exclaim in my turn, and aſk, —1s this Politic ? It it 


_ wiſe, Is it Juſt ?—Are theſe the Morals of a Patriot, a Legiſ- 


lator, and a Citizen ls this the Man who is to be the Pen- 


ſioner of the City, to be fed at the public Coſt, and a Revenue 


appointed for him, as there formerly was at Athens, for thoſe 
worthy and virtuous Citizens, who had grown hoary in the 
Service of their Country, and were revered for their Poverty 


and Virtue, 
Sir William Temple tells us, that it was formerly a Cuſtom 


for the Gentry in this Kingdom to keep a Story=teller in their 
Houſes, to divert the Family by ſtrange and improbable 
Lies. Some of the C 


s have, perhaps, heard of this, 
and reſolved to revive the Cuſtom in the Perſon of their 


worthy Repreſentative ; and indeed they could not fix on a 


more proper Perſon to ſerve them in this Capacity. — It is 
to be hoped they will oblige him to wear a Badge, = I 
„ i think 


— 


— — — ͥ — — — 
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think, Mendax, will be a proper Inſcription for it, as it will 
at once, contain his Character, and their Reafons for con- 


ferring that Dignity on him. 
* I muſt beg leave (ſays this candid Gentleman) to ex- 
plain my Conduct, and the Motives of my Conduct, on 
the Occaſion. Shocked with the Story of the Diſtreſſes of 
the Man, tho' an entire Stranger to me, I could not be at 
Peace till I faw him and learned the affecting Circumſtances 
of his Caſe — And yet before I preſumed to take a Step for his 
Relief, I collected Evidence enough to convince me of the Truth 
of the Information 1 bad received.” | 
Slight Evidence, it ſeems, is ſufficient to convince him, that 
a Set of Gentlemen would behave like Villains! But this is 
always the Caſe, a Cheat is eafily perſuaded that any Perſon 
is diſhoneſt, for he draws the Proof from his own Bofom. 
Happily, the D——r's Abilities do not qualify him to do 
much Miſchief, — His Oratory, like the Harangues of a 
Quack Doctor, is adapted to the Ears and Underſtanding 
of a Mob. He pleaſes them. becauſe his Sentiments and Stile 
ts ſo conſonant to their own. Fre how 1 
If he had been endued with a Genius to ſecond his evil 
Intention, he would certainly have been a Firebrand, But 
luckily for the Public, he is defective in all the requiſite 
Qualifications of an Incendiary, except Inclination.— He re- 
ſembles a Viper, that will attempt to bite when it's Teeth 
are drawn, tho” it can't do any Harm. 
Nature, we may obſerve, has wiſely deprived many Animals 
of the Power, who ſeem to have the ſtrongeſt bent to be 
miſchievous. Thus we ſee Cabin Currs always barking 
and fnapping, whilſt the fierce Bull Dog is peaceable and 
quiet, till provoked to exert his Strength and Spirit. : 
* Conſidering it as a delicate Point, continues the cautious 
andprudent D——-r, to call the Judgment of any Court in 
Queſtion, I thought it beſt to lay this poor Man's Caſe be- 
fore Government, in the affecting Terms it ſeemed to me 
to demand, as far as Time and Circumſtances would permit, 
that by proving the poor Man an Obje@ of Mercy, his Sen- 
tence might be reſpited, 'till Time ſhould convince Gentle- 
men of their Error, and prevent the like for the future.” 
'This 1s another Abſurdity, for ſurely, laying this Man's 
Caſe before Government, and demanding a Reſpite, till the 
Circumſtances of the Tryal ſhould be canvaſſed, was di- 


rely calling the Judgement of the Court in Queſtion, a 


Doubt 
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Doubt of the Jes of their Sentence, being the Realon he 
alleges for his Application. 

The whole Page (No. 41,) is filled with Bombaſt and 
Panegyrick on himſelf. but his Reaſoning is fo well expoſed, 
and placed in fo juſt, tho” ridiculous a Light, by the Author 
of the Obſervations, that 1 need: not e Thy much on this 
Point. 

But it ſeems the poor 53 Was: not found of Weight 
enough to procure any Pardon, any Mitigation, any Reſpite, 

the Sentence paſſed upon the gallant, injured, brave, but un- 
— David Blakeney | — The important — £ 
M—— D. was © weighed in the Balance and found 
wanting Conſidering him, as the three hundredth Part, of 
one Part of the Legiſlature, his Application to the Lind 
I. t was a moſt impertinent and impudent one, and 
with all due Deference to this great Commoner's Widom, 
I can not help thinking it truly ridiculous, - 

lt makes me recollect a Story of a Lady of Pleaſure, who 
complained to an Officer, of ſome Grievances ſhe had ſuf- 
fered from the Soldiers, at the ſame Time declaring, ſhe would 
apply to the Lords of the Admiralty for Redreſs, tor ſhe had 
undoubted Pretenſions to do ſo,—as ſhe had formerly brew 
W——e to a Marine Officer, 

Again, the D——r gives us a Touch of the Pathetic, in 
this dolorous Strain. © Let me now ppeal to thoſe, who 
are touched with any Senſe of the Freedom and Rights of 
the Subject, whether Civil or Military, whoſe Boſoins are 
actuated with Sentiments of Juſtice and Humanity, whoſe 
Bowels are moved to Compaſſion and. juſt- Reſentment, by 
the Sufferings of their fellow Subjects, or who wiſh to 
Support the Reputation of good Citizens, or Men of Honour, 
and requeſt they will judge in what Inſtances, in all cheſe 
Proceedings, my Conduct is to be impeached 5 
The Reader will be able to make a concluſive Anſwer to 


_ this Dueſtion, when he har read tie Appendix. 


With what Truth, Juſtice or Reaſon, the Dr has raiſed: 


| this outrageous Clamour againſt the Gentlemen of the Army, 


let the Impartial now judge. 
He has indeed, in every Part of his Pamphlet, by the 


Dint of tumid Nonſenſe, and the moſt bold, falſe and impu- 
dent Accuſations, endeavoured to ſupply all Defe&s of Truth, 


Argument and Reaſon, 
He has acted like thoſe ſcandalous Beggar and Impoſtor 
"8; {a 
5 


& 


1.) 
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ſo frequent in our Streets, who by doleful and whining Com- 
plaints, and expoſing their feigned Sores, endeavour to excite 
Compaſſion in a more querulous Strain than the real Object 
of Pity. 

We now come to the D----r's modeſt Compariſon between 
himſelf and the old Roman Citizen. Page 47. 

What a ftriking Reſemblance between the D -r and 
Junius Brutus!“ 

But, leſt ſome of the Urbicelas may imagine, that Junius 
Brutus was ſuch a Man as the D----r, and had formerly ſhook 
the Weavers-Hall with his Eloquence, I beg leave to dwell 
a little on this famous Parallel, —— 

Junius Brutus condemned his Sons to die, for conſpiring to 
reſtore a tyrannical Family to the Throne, who were juſtly 
obliged to abdicate for introducing Slavery and Deſpotiſm. 

C-----s L---s blames his Son for giving his Opinion, ac- 
cording to the beſt of his Judgement, on the 'Trial of a Soldier, 
by a Regimental Court Martial. 8 

Therefore C---- s L--=s is equal, if not ſuperior, to Junius 
Brutus! | 

'The Roman Citizen, as Conſul, attended the Execution 
of his own Sons, ſaw them publickly laſhed, and afterwards 
beheaded, and has left the admiring World ſuch an Inſtance 
of Juſtice and Severity as is not to be parallelled, . 
C.. .- defends a ſeditious, turbulent, and malicious 
Soldier, compaſſionates his Sufferings, uſes every Art to pre- 
judice the Public in his Favour, exclaims againſt his Judges, 
and then has the Impudence to compare himſelf to Junius 
Brutus! OE | : 

The D----r would willingly abrogate the Articles of Wat 
and ſeveral other good Laws, and ſupply them, by ſuch con- 
fuſed and impracticable Whims, as the Vortex of a _— 
and diſordered Imagination might fling out—In this indeed, 
he would reſemble Cæſar, who, as Suetonius tells us, when he 
robbed the Capitol of Gold, replaced it with gilt Braſs. 

The Aim of his political Noſtrums, is to throw the Body po: 
litic into Spaſms and Convulſions, — Tho” Riot, Confuſion 
and Anarchy, are the natural Conſequences of the licentious 
Principles he preaches up to the People, yet he pretends that 
it is all for the Good of the P;r and Oppreſſed; and in one 
of his juvenile Papers, compares himſelf to the Angel who 
uſed to trouble the Waters of Bethſaida for the Benefit of 
Cripples and Lazars. F 
The beſt Anſwer I can give to the D----r'q baſe and falſe 

EE „ | Account 
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Account of Blakeney's Puniſhment, (Page 44, 45.) is by re- 
ferring the Reader to the Depoſition, No. 12. of a Gentle- 
man and Citizen of Dublin, alſo Depoſitions, No. 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17. | | 

We come now to that Part where the D----r attempts Pa- 
negyrick—His Aukwardneſs, in this Point, puts me in mind 
of the Poet's witty Alluſion ; in a Portrait of ſome ſuch Pane- 
gyriſt as the D----r, he ſays, | 


As if a Fool ſhould mean 
By ſpitting on your Face to make it clean, 


7 Gill trhnfiribe his own Wende en the Ld Lond 


Conduct. 
He, like the Sacred Perſon he ſo truly and worthily re- 


22 muſt act on the Information he receives. It cannot 
e ſuppoſed he knew all the Geenen n this poor Man's 
Caſe. He muſt form his Judgement n the Sent-nce of 
the Court Martial, and the Character given by the Officers 
of the ſuppoſed Delinquent.” That is to ſay,—L--d 7.4 
neyer examined the Proceedings of the Court Martial, but 
Juſt read the Sentence, and fo confirmed it. 

But the D----r aſſerts this, perhaps, as an Excuſe for him- 
ſelf, as it is certain that EE never read the Proceedings, he 
concludes that his E had not done fo either, 
By this, he would alſo inſinuate, that he knew as much of the 
Mair as his L------p, and therefore was naturally ſurprized 
at his I. p's refuſing toacquieſce to his ſuperior Judgment 
and Sagacity, and pardon the Delinquent, eſpecially ſince 
= condeſcended to sTroOr, and aſk a Favour from 

— t. 6 
For the Ds Inſtruction, I ſhall quote the roth Article 
of by 15th Section, from that only Law-Book which Officers 
read. . 

* No Sentence of a General Court Martial ſhall be put in 
Execution, till after a Report be made of the whole Proceedings 
to us, Oc, excepting in Ireland, where the Report is to be 
made to the Lord Lieutenant, and to our Chief Governor or 
Governors of that Kingdom, and his or their Directions be 
had thereupon. ? 6 | | 

I believe his. M-+----y would have ſcarce ordered the whole 
Proceedings to be laid before the Lord Lieutenant, if he ſup- 
poſed, like the D----r, that he would only conſider the Sen- 
tence, —]5 this the D----r's Way of complimenting his 


7 Would 


t 
Would it be a Panegyrick on a Judge, to ſay that he had 


paid no Regard to the Evidence produced on a Trial, tho? his 


Judgment was to be determined by it? | — 2 5 
Beſides his E---------y, by approving of the Sentence, be- 
came a Party concerned, as it was a public Teſtimony of his 
being convinced of the Juſtice and Impartiality of the Court 
Martial; otherwiſe he never would have confirmed their Sen- 
tence, and conſequently it would be of no Effect, as ĩt could 
not be executed without his Approbation. . 

Thus it unavoidably follows, that all the D----r's RefleQi- 
ons on the Court-Martial alſo glance at his L p. But 
he artfully ſtrives to ſeparate him from the Court Martial, 
as he well knows that the worthy and diſintereſted Part. of 
the Citizens, would never liſten to any of his baſe Aſperſions 
on the Court, if it was once known, that they could in any 
manner affect his L— r | « 

Let them conſider that all the Proceedings of the Court- 
Martial, were examined by that great Man, whoſe Knowledge 
and Experience in Military Matters were never queſtioned. 

A Perſon of his E-—y's Penetration and Humanity, 
would never have given his Sanction for a Puniſhment, with- 
out bejng thoroughly convinced, that it was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, to preſerve that Order, Subordination, and ftri&t- 
Diſcipline, without which the Military would become a 
a Nuiſance, inſtead of a Benefit to Society. 

I again ſay, that if the worthy and. diſintereſted Part of 
the Citizens, ſaw the Affair in this juſt and proper Light, 
they would never enter into Aſſociations and Subſcriptions to 
Proſecute a General Court-Martial, and ſhew by their doing 
ſo, that they no longer had any Confidence in the Juſtice of 
his E——y's Adminiſtration. ' 5 ye 

Is this a grateful Return for his generous and ſucceſsful 
Efforts to ſerve the Kingdom, by obtaining an Octennial Bill, 
ſo deſervedly eſteemed a Reſtoration of Liberty ! 

And ſhall it be ſaid, that the City of Dublin ſet an Ex- 
ample of Ingratitude to the Nation, by attempting to fix a 
ſtain on his E-—y's Juſtice and Judgement. 

Indeed, the D-—r's Panegyrick on his I. — p, has turned 
out the higheſt Compliment in one reſpect.— For how ex- 
cellent muſt that Picture be in itſelf, which his aukward 
Daubing could not Spoil! C 

To prevent any Miſconſtruction on what has been ſaid, 
the Gentlemen of the Court Martial (by whoſe ay on 

uthor 


and Honour. 
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Author was governed in writing theſe Remarks) deſired 


the following Addreſs might be made, in their Name, to the 
Public. 95 | | _ 
That they ſhould be extremely ſorry it was underſtood 
as if they meant to introduce L--d T-------d, as a Party con- 
cerned in the Court Martial, in order to ſhelter themſelves 
under his Name from the threatned Profecution, and, by this 
paultry Art, aim to obtain the Citizens Favour, and divert 
the Reſolution they have entered-into, of commencing a Suit 
in Favour of David Blakeney, No: — They wiſh to bring 
their Conduct to that public Teſt ; confident ir will bear the 
ſtricteſt Serutiny, as it was founded on the DiQates of Juſtice 
io a Court of Equity, Calumny and Falſehood 
will neither be liſtened to, nor believed. They glory in that 
Privilege which the late Complainant is entitled to, of having 
the Joftice of his Appeal,and their Proceedings determined by 
thoſe Laws, which the Spirit of Liberty, that breathes thro? 
every Part of our Conſtitution, has provided for the Pro- 
teQion, Security and Happinefs of the meaneſt Subje& -- They 
only mention L--d T-------#s Name, as his Approbation of 
their Judgement, gives them the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to think tt 
was candid and-equitable. . ER] : 
As to the D-—r, I really think him incorrigible, and am 
far from being ſo vain, as to think any Thing 1 have ſaid, 
will teach him to behave with more Senſe or Modeſty for 
the future. „ i | | 4378 ; 
Tho' he were deſpicable to every Body, yet his Arro- 
nce and Self-conceit would ſtill buoy him up; ſo Natura- 
iſts tells us, that a ſmall Quantity of Air is furniſhed with an 
Elaſticity, that exerts itſelf with ſuch Force, as to bear the 


incumbent Weight of the whole Atmoſphere. 


I know ſome people think, it is owing to Fire and Spirit, 
that he could never be confined within the Bounds of De- 
cency and good Manners. On the contrary, I aſcribe this, 
to 2 natural Defect in his Intellects; for it is remarkable, 
that the beſt made Curb, can not reſtrain a Horſe that has a 
bad Mouth. 

% But, while I am willing, ſays he, to do Juſtice to all, and 
render unto Ceſar the Things that are Cæſar's; I hope I 
ſhall not be denied the like Judgement and Juſtice tomy own 


Character, and my Conduct in this interefling Affair.“ 


We have already ſeen how he has rendered Cæſar his 
Due. 

The Dr, undoubtedly, interfered moſt impudently 
8 and 
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and officiouſly, where he had no manner of Concern, 


invented a Parcel of malicious and groſs Falſehoods, and im- 
ſed them on the Public as TRUTHS.—His Excuſe is, that 

it was the only way he had © of doing Fuſtice to his own 

Character. | 

This puts me in mind of a Tinker's Apology, who was 
brought before a - Juſtice for coining Raps; he begged it 
might be conſidered, that he lay under an abſolute Neceſ- 
ſity of coining and paſling them for good Half-pence, other- 
wiſe, he could neither pay his Debts, or ſupport the Cha- 
rater of an honeſt Man,— 

But to conclude ſeriouſly, on a very ſerious Subje&.—The 
Gentlemen of 'the Army are, doubtleſs, greatly obliged to 
the Dir for his very great Humanity, after accuſing them 
as guilty of the moſt infamous Actions, ſuch as Perjury, 
Cruelty, Oppreſſion, Inbumanity, &c. he is tender of men- 
tioning their Names, leſt his immortal Writings ſhould con- 

them to Poſterity. See Mirror, Page 46. Is 

t is now left to the candid and deciſive Voice of the 
Public, to determine, whether the Gentlemen of the Army 
or the Dr, are blameable, &c. | 

They have till ſo much Charity for Hi, as to wiſh, he 


could aſſign ſuch ſatisfafory Reaſons as might exculpate him 
for aſſerting eighteen or twenty Falſehoods, in about forty 


Pages, to blaſt the CharaQters of Men, who have always 
acted with Integrity, and ſerved their Country with Honour. 
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APPENDIX. 


No. 1. 


County of Dublin, ? . Icuard BETTESWORTH 
to wit, Eſq; Captain in the Royal 
| Iri/h Regiment of Artillery, 


came this Day before me, 
$2 and made Oath, That he 
was Preſident of the Regimental Court Martial held on David 
Blakeney, Matroſs in ſaid Regiment; and that ſaid Blakeney 
was not confined by Order of ſaid Court at any Time; nor 
was my 2 of Blakeney's Complaint obliterated by faid 
Court Martial ; nor was any Money ordered to be paid him 
by the Court, | 


Sworn before me this 6th Day April, 1768. 
Richard Bettefworth. Robert Willcocks, 


No. 2 


County of Dublin, ! IEUTENANT Damid Robinſon, 


to wit. Adjutant of the Royal 1r:/b Re- 
iment of Artillery, came this Day before me, and made 
ath, That he did not pay any Money on Account of Car- 


riage of Halfpence, or on any other Account whatſoever, to 


David Blateney, Matroſs in faid Regiment, during his Con- 
finement ; that in Conſequence of ſaid Blateney's having ap- 
plied to the Commanding Officer of ſaid Regiment, relative 
to, his having paid one Penny for his Share of Carriage of 
Halfpence from the Treaſury to Chapelizad, for four Months 


Subſiſtance of the Regiment, the ſaid Commanding Officer 
F ordered 


— 
—— 
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ordered the ſaid Halfpence, ſo ſtopped, ſhould be repaid ; and 

that Deponent did accordingly return ſaid Blakeney the four | 
0 Farthings ſtopped as afoeſaid, for four Months Carriage of 

| the Halfpence received to ſubſiſt the Regiment; which was, 
all the Money he returned to ſaid Blakeney. "Fe 


 Sworn-before me this 6th of April, 1768. 
D. Robinſon. Robert Willcacks. 


/ | | No. 3. 


County of — HIS Day Lieutenant Colonel 
to wit. Alexander Duncan, of the Fiſty- 
fifth Regiment and Major Sirr, of Dublin, came before me, 
one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for ſaid County, 
and made Oath, That ſaid Lieutenant Colonel was appointed 
Preſident of a General Court Martial, by a Warrant from 
his Exceliency the Lord Lieutenant, bearing Date the roth 
of December laſt, in the Room of the late Lieutenant Colonel 
Williamſon, who died on the 9th of ſaid Month; that the 
Court met on the 11th of December, and the Preſident, and 
all the Members, were regufarly fworn, and proceeded to 
Trial, on an Appeal from the ination of a Regimen- 
tal Court Martial, held by the Officers of the Royal Iriſh Re- 
giment of Artillery, twelve Articles of Complaint, 
ſigned David Blakeney, a Matroſs in ſaid Regiment, and 
which had been exhibited before the ſaid Regimental] Court 
Martial ; that the General Court Martial, with the new 
Prefident, hegun the Procagdings afreſb; that they heard and 
examined all Evidences produced to them, upon Oath ; and 
| that ſeveral Alterations were made in the Courſe of the 
| Trial, from the former Procedings ; and that the Court 
was held from the Day of their Meeting, by ſeveral Ad- 
journments, to the xz 8th of December laſt, in order to exa- 
mine more minutely into the ſaid Articles of Complaint. 
They further depoſe, That in the Paper ſigned David 
Blakeney, there appeared to have been thirteen Articles, one 
of which was eraſed; and that Blateney declared upon Oath, 
. That he had done it hirmſelf, not intending to carry it before 
b, the Court ; that after the Trial was over, and the Proceed- 
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ings cloſed; the ſaid David Blakeney voluntarily, and in the 
moſt ſolemn Manner, declared upon Oath, before the Court, 
1 That as it had been reported that ſeveral Men of the Royal 
77 Regiment of Artillery had been concerned with him in mak- 
| ing ſaid Complaints, be took that Opportunity of acquitting 
his Brother Soldiers of ſaid Charge, not one of whom had 
been in any Way concerned with him in making faid Com- 
laints. | | 

1 ; They alſo depoſe, That they never heard any Member of 
the Court Martial, or any other Perſon, call faid Blateney by 

the Name of Cunningham, or tell him he was a Deſerter. 


Sworn before me, in Dublin Caſtle, this th Day of 
April, 1768. 


Jen Sr. Richard Benſon. 


No. 4- 


County 2 IEUTENANT F Handcoct, of 

to wit. the Royal Jriſh Regiment of Artil- 
lery, came this Day before me, and made Oath on the Holy 
Evangeliſts, That he was Member of a late General Court 
Martial, held on David Blakeney, a Matroſs of ſaid Regi- 
ment; that he never called him by the Name of Cunningham, 
or any other than his proper Name; nor does he recollect 
hearing any other Member of the General Court Martia! 
call him by any other Name than Blakeney; 


Sworn before me, this 6th Day of April, 1768. 
John Handceck, Robert Willeacks. 


No. 5. 


City of 1 IEUTENANT Viliam Brady, Ju- 

to wit. nior, of the Royal IJriſb Regiment 

of Artillery, came this Day before me, and made Oath, 

That he never did, at any Lime, charge David Blakeney, 

Matroſs in ſaid Regiment, " being a Deſerter, or ever 
Fa 0 
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called him by the Name of Cunningham ; nor did he ever 


hear that any other Perſon had called him Cunningham, un- 


til he ſaw it ſet forth in a Pamphlet, intitled, A Mirror for 
Courts Martial. | | 


Sworn before me, this 7th Day of April, 1768. 
_ William Brady, 195 7. Taylor. 


No. 6. 


County of Dublin, THOMAS BURGH, Firſt” Lieute- 
to wit, * nant in the Royal 1ri/þ Regiment 
of Artillery, came this Day before me, and made Oath, That 


he never did, at any Time, charge, or accuſe David Blakeney 


with being a Deſerter, or ever called him by the Name of 
Cunningham ; nor did he ever hear that any other Perſon 
had called him Cunningham, until he ſaw it ſet forth in a 
Pamphlet, intitled, 4 Mirror for Courts — 


Sworn before me, this 7th Day of April, 1768. 
Thomas Burgh. | | Robert Willocks, 


No. J 


County of the City} IEUTENANT Robert Cary, of 

of Dublin. the Thirty-ninth Regiment of 
Foot, came hefore'me this Day, and made Oath, upon the 
Holy Evangeliſts, That on the 4th January laſt he was or- 
dered, with a Party of faid Regiment, from the Barracks in 
this City, to the Provoſt in the Lower Caftle Yard, to eſcort 
David Blateney, a Priſoner, from thence to the Barracks; 
that when he arrived at the Provoſt's, there was ſuch a 
Croud there, that he thought it would not be ſafe to march 
the Priſoner through the Streets, without being Hand-cult'd, 
and therefore aſk'd the Provoſt Marſhal for a Pair of Hand- 
caffs, which were according brought; but at the earneſt 
Entreatv of the Priſoner, and on his promiſing to march qui- 


He 
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He further ſayeth, That no Perſon whatever ordered him 
to march Blakeney in Irons, or tied, or reprimanded him for 
not doing ſo, as is ſet forth in a Pamphlet, lately publiſhed, 
intitled, 4 Mirror for Courts Martial. 

He further faith, That he was very nigh the Place 
where David Blakeney was going to be puniſhed, and verily 
believes he heard all the Converſation that paſſed between 
the Priſoner and the Officers, who were to ſuperintend the 
Puniſhment ; and that he did not hear ſuch Language = 
as is alſo ſet forth in ſaid Pamphlet; viz. Oh, ho, Mr. 
Blakeney, have we got you ? You have eſcaped the Gallows, 
but d me if you ſhall eſcape us. You Villain, we will 
have your Blood. D ye, you Scoundrel, ou ſhall 
now pay for all your Impudence and Villainy. Come, 
Dog, ſtrip, ſtrip, G—d d—n you, ſtrip.” Nor did he 
any one lay hold on his Cloaths, to drag them off. 


- 


Sworn before me, this 4th Day of April, 1768. 


Lieutenant Robert Cary, 


39th Regiment. Benjamin Barton, 


No. 8. 


County of the * AJ OR Otho Hamilton, of his 

of Dublin, to wit. M Majeſty's Fortieth Regi- 
ment of Foot, came this Day before me, and made Oath, 
That he was Field-Officer for the Day, viz. the 4th Day 
of January, 1768, when the Puniſhment of David Blateney, 
a Matroſs, in the Royal Iriſb Regiment of Artillery, was 
firſt intended to be put in Execution, on which Day, this 
Deponent received from Lieutenant Colonel Chenevix, the 
Lord Lieutenant's Warrant for that Purpoſe. 

That on the ſaid 4th Day of January, this Deponent 
ſent Lieutenant Cary of the Thirty-ninth Regiment, with a 
Party to the Provoſt for ſa d Blakeney, the Priſoner : That 
this — did not in any wiſe whatſoever, find fault 
with, blame or reprimand the ſaid Lieutenant Cary, or any 
other Perſon for any Lenity ſhewn to Blateney. That after 
the Priſoner was brought to the Parade, this Deponent gave 
the Warrant to Lieutenant Studholme, of the Fortieth 
Regiment, who was Adjutant of the Day, and deſired that he 


might 
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might read it diſtinctly to the Priſoner, that the wliole Gar- 
riſon who were then under Arms might alſo hear it, which 
was accordingly done, in the moſt regular Manner, in the 
Deponent's Preſence, and in his hearing; that the Deponent 
deſired the Priſoner might be marched from the Centre of 
the Parade to the Poſt, where Puniſhments are uſually in- 
flicted, and there the Deponent took off his Hat, and 
addreſſed himſelf to the Priſoner, in the Words following, 
Blakeney you have heard your Sentence, pleaſe to take off 
your Cloaths : That the Deponent then turn'd round from 
the Priſoner, and on again turning his Eyes towards him, 
faw him throw a Pen-knife to the Ground, and at the ſame 
Inſtant heard Captain Cuthbert/on of the Fifth Regiment, 
fay, Major Hamilton, he —— the Priſoner) has ſtabb'd 
himſelf, on which they both went up to the Priſoner, and 
on Captain Cuthbertſon offering to open the Priſoner's Waiſt- 
coat, to look at the Wound ; this Deponent heard the 
Prifoner ſay to Captain Cuthbert/on, in a ſeeming angry 
Tone of Voice, Sir, I can open my Waiſtcoat myſelf,” 
to which the Captain replied, ** don't be foolifh Blakteney, 
what Matter is it who opens your Waiſtcoat,” and raiſing 
up the Flap of the Priſoner's Waiſtcoat, and alſo his Shirt, 
Captain 1 immediately turned to this Deponent, 
ſaying, he (the Priſoner) has certainly wounded himſelf in 
two or three Places. Whereupon this Deponent inſtantly re- 
ported to Colonel Chenevix, who was at ſome Diſtance, 
and who was Commanding Officer of the Parade, what 
had happened, and defired the Surgeons of the Garriſon to 
be immediately called to examine the Priſoner's Wounds, 
which was accordingly done in one of the Barrack Rooms, 
but the Surgeons not coming out with a Report of the 
Priſoner's Condition as ſoon as might be expected, this 
Deponent (by defire of Colonel Chenevix) went to the 
Room where the Priſoner was examining, and was informed 
by the Surgeons, that the Wounds were of little Conſe- 
quence, but were of Opinion, that they thought. it proper 
to have the Priſoner ſent to the Infirmary, upon which, this 
Deponent ordered the Infirmary Chair to be ſent for, and 
turning to the Priſoner, ſaid, Mr. B/akeney, J am ſorry to 
fee, that you who have been ſome Time a Soldier, ſhould 
behave in ſo daſtardly a Manner, to which Blakeney replied, 
« Sir, I am forry for what I have done, but as the Court 
Martial has called me a vexatious and litigious Man, my 
Spirit is too great to be overcome :” Whereupon, this De- 
ponent 
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ponent then reported to Colonel Chevenix, the Priſoner's 


State, who diſmiſſed the Garriſon, and the Priſoner was 
accordingly ſent to the Hoſpital in a Chair, eſcorted by 


Lieutenant Cam, and à Party of the Thitty-ninth Re- 


ment. ; 

5 Deponent further depoſeth, that neither this Deponent 
nor any other Perſon, in his hearing, or to his Knowledge, 
or Belief, made uſe of any Expreſſion to the Priſoner, other- 
wiſe than as above related, nor would this Deponent have al- 
lowed any ſuch indecent Behaviour to have been uſed towards 
the Priſonet, as he was under his particular Direction, until 
the Sentence. was executed, ſuch barbarous, inhuman, and 
ſcurriluus Language to Priſoners, being inconſiſtent, and 
very unuſual with the Character of Officers, and contrary 
to the preſent known Cuſtom of the Army. 


Otho Hamilton. Hans Bailie, 


| No. 9. 


County of the * IEUTENANT Gilfred Stud- 
of Dublin, to wit. holme, of his Majeſty's Fortieth 
Regiment of Foot, came this Day before me, and made 
Oath, That he was Adjutant of the Day, viz. the 4th 
Day of January laſt, 1768, when the Puniſhment of 
David Blakeney, a Matroſs, in the Royal Ir: Regiment 
of Artillery, was intended, that this Deponent did receive 
the Lord Lieutenant's Warrant for inflicting ſaid Puniſh. 
ment, -from Major Otho Hamilton, (on the Parade in the 
Royal-Square) and read it to the Priſoner and Garriſon, 
as {et forth in Major Hamilton's Depoſition, taken this Day 
before Hans Bailie, Eſquire, which the Deponent has ſeen, 
carefully read, and believes to be true, and in particular, the 
Deponent not having heard the /za/t abuſive Language given 
to Blakeney by any one, which he certainly muſt have — 
had any ſuch Indecency been offered, for that this Deponent 
was not, as he believes, above Five Yards Diſtance from the 
Priſoner, the ſaid David Blakeney, from the Time of his 
coming on the Parade, until after he was examined by the 


Surgeons. | 
Gilfred Studbolme. | Hans Baile, 
f No. 10. 


nl 
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No. 10. 


County of the City 1 .EVTENANT Robert Martin 


of Dublin, viz. Seymour, of the Fortieth Regi- 


ment of Foot, Lieutenant Thamas Cuppage of the Thirty- ninth 


Regiment, and Lieutenant Lancelet Hill, of Fifty-fifth Re- 
giment of Foot, came this Day before me, and ſeveral 


made Oath on the Holy Evangeliſts, That they were ſo | 


very nigh David Blakeney, of the Royal Jrifþ Artillery, on 
the Fourth Day of January laſt, when the Sentence of 2 
General Court Martial was going to be inflicted on him, 


(in the Royal- Square of the Barracks in this City) that they 


verily believe they muſt have heard all the Converſation that 
paſſed between the Priſoner Blateney, and the Officers, 
whoſe Duty it was to ſuperintend the Puniſhment, and that 
they did not hear ſuch Words made uſe of as are ſet forth 


in a Pamphlet, intitled, 4 Mirror for Court) Martial, viz. 


* oh, ho, Mr. Blakeney have we got you, you have eſcaped 
the Gallows, but d me you ſhall not eſcape us, you 
Villain we will have your Blood, d-— ye, you Scoundrel, 
— ſhall now pay for all your Impudence and Villainy. 

ome you Dog, ſtrip, ſtrip, G-— d——n you ſtrip,” nor 
did they ſee any Perſon lay hold on his Cloaths'to drag them 
off, they only heard his being deſired to ſtrip once, in as mild 
Words as poſſible, after the Sentence of the General Court 
rn was read to him, upon which he ſtab'd himſelf with 
© INTRA :% | 


' Sworn before me this 4th Day of April, 1768. 
| By Benjamin Barton. 
Robert Martin Seymour, 4oth Regiment. 


LTancelet Hill, Lieutenant, 55th Regiment. 


Thomas Cuppage, Lieutenant, 39th Regiment, 


County of the "_ APTAIN Bennet Cuthbertſon, 
of Dublin, to wit. of his Majeſty's Fifth Regi- 
ment of Foot, came this Day before me, and made 1 — 
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That having read over the Depoſition of Major Hamilton, 
of the Fortieth Regiment of Foot, relative to the Tranſ- 


actions which paſſed on the 4th of January laſt, on the 


Parade in the Royal-Square, when the Puniſhment of 
Blakeney, the Matroſs, was intended to be put in Execution, 
he is pofitive of the Truth of every Particular mentioned 
by the Major in ſaid Depoſitions, as far as relates to the 
Manner in which Blakeney's Sentence was read to him, the 
Major's Addreſs about taking off his Cloaths, and the 

| Ye % after Blakeney ſtabbed him» 
ſelf : And further deſpoſes; that being cloſe to Blateney from 
the Time he came into the R6yal-Square, on ſaid 4th of 
January, until he was led'off to have his Wounds ex- 
amined by the Surgeons; he did not hear Major Hamilton, 
or any other Perſon to ſpeak him in any other Words, than 
what Major Hamilton has ſet forth' in his Depoſition ; Ca 
tain Cuthbertſon alſo depoſes, that he ſaw Blakeney on t 
ſaid 4th. of January, immediately after Major. Hgmilton 
deſired him to take off his Cloaths, pull his left Hand from 
the left Pocket of his Waiſtcoat; and inſtantly ſtrike the 
lower Part of the left Side of his Belly three or four Times, 
before this Deponent was aware of Blakeney's Deſign ; nor 
was he perfectly aſſured of it, until he ſaw him throw a 
Pen-knife on the Ground. 7 29 


- Sworn before me this 6th of April, 1768. 
Benner Cuilbertſn. þ Hams Bathie, 


mY No. 12. 
County of Dublin, } OHN WHITE, of the City 
to wit. of Dublin, Gentleman, came 
this Day before me, and made Oath, That be was preſent 
on the 7th Day of March laſt paſt, in the Barrack-yard of 
the City of Dublin, when David tlakeney, the Matroſs, in 
the Royal Ii Regiment of Artillery, received his Puniſh- 
ment, by Order of a General Court Martial, and fayeth, 
that before ſaid Hlateney received ſaid Puniſhment, he. was 
deſired by his Adjutant to take off his Hat, which as De- 
ponent. believes, is uſual for all Soldiers to have off that are 


| receiving Puniſhment, which the faid 5/ateney peremptorily 


refuſed doing, and ina very inſolent Manner told the Ad- 
8 8 jutant 
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| | jutant, that he would keep on his Hat, and that it was 
ſufficient if he kept up his Hair, or Words to that Effect; and 
5 fayeth, that after the ſaid. Blaleuey had received his Puniſh- 
f tient, he was informed by John Straton, Eſq; Major of ſaid 
* *Regitttent; that he was to go to his Quarters to Chapelized, 
| 'as the Surgeon oe pred that he was well-able to do ſo, 
| upon which the ſaid Blateney replyed, that he poſitively 
? would not #0 to Chapel-1zod, but would return to the In- 
ry, and alſo ſaid, that as he payed for the Infirmary 
| He. would go there, and no Place elſe, or Words to that or 
| The like Effect: and that this Deponent ſayeth, That the 
whole Behaviour of faid Blakeney, on the Parade that Morn- 
the, was intirely inſolent and unbecoming a Soldier to his 


/ Officers, as this Deponent, and ſeveral other Perſons who 
were then preſent imagined, as they informed Depanent;; 

/ and ſayeth, that the ſaid Major Straton behaved with a | der 
deal of Tenderneſs towards the ſaid Rlakeney, and ordered 

Y the Officer who commanded the Party which guarded him, 


„ to tharch extremely '{low, and. alfo, for the Bd Blakeney, 
7 to be ſupported by two Men if requiſite: This Deponent 
Further f yeth, That he was alſo preſent in the Barrack-yard 
afoteſaid, on the 4th Day of January laſt paſt, when the faid 
Blateney was going to be puniſhed, and. was ſo near him as 
to Hear any Converſation that could have paſſed between 
him and the Officers round him, and ſayeth, that there was 
not the leaſt inſlulting or opprobrious Language uſed by any 
Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, to the ſaid Blakeney, on either 
of the {aid Days, but on the contrary ſayeth, that the greateſt 
Decency and Regularity was kept up; and ſayeth, that on 
the ſaid 4th of January laſt, no Perſon whatſoever gave 
the ſaid Flateney any Knife, or other Inſtrument, after 
he was ordered to be puniſhed, but on the contrary, this 
Deponent ſayeth, the ſaid Bla#eney pull'd a Knife out off his 
dun Pocket, and ſtabbed himſelf, | 


5 Sworn before me, this 11th Day of April, 1768. 


Feb White. = V.. Roſningrave. 
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No. 13. 


R W INT A R, Sur- 
to wit. geon, of the Royal Jr: Regi- 
ment of Artillery, came this Day before me, and made 
Oath, That on the 1ſt Day David Blaleney, Matroſs, in 
ſaid Regiment, was brought to the Parade to receive the 
Sentence of a General Court Martial, he did not hear any 
abuſive Expreſſions made uſe of to ſaid Blaleney, before he 


wounded himſelf, nor ſee any Perſon attempt to drag off 


his Cloaths, nor did he Kear any Orders given for proceed- 
ing to infli& his Puniſhment, after he had wounded. himſelf: 
Sayeth, that on the Day his Sentence was executed, he did 
not hear any Orders given to the Drummer. to inflict the 
Puiſhment with Rigoyr or Severity, nor did he fer any Pro- 


traction or Delay in the Execution themof, or hear any 


» 
abuſive or [co xpreſſions made uſe of to him; and 
further os. gp i no Attempt was made to pickle his 


Back, there was no Neceſſity to reſcue him from it, no ſuch 


Practice having ever been made uſe of in the Regiment, De- 
ponent having been Surgeon to it ever fince it was raiſed. 
| Sworn before me, this 7th Day of April, 1768. 


Arthur Winter. Robert Wikeocks, . 


No. 14. 
County of Dublin; of, STRATON, Eſa; Major 


to wit. | of the Royal Ji Regiment of 
Artillery, came this Day before me, and made Oath, That 


on the 7th Day of laſt March, as ſoon as David Blakeney 


had received his Puniſhment, Deponent ordered the Sur- 
geon to ſee if Blateney was able to walk to Chapelizod ; that 
upon hearing that Blateney declared he would not go to Cha- 
pelizad, but to the Infirmary, Deponent deſired all the Sur- 
geons of Dublin Garriſon might affiſt the Artillery Surgeons 
to examine if ſaid Blateney was able to go ta Chapelizod ; 
that the Surgeons, after ſtrict 8 of David Blate- 
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ney, did unanimouſly declare, that as the Puniſhment was ſo 


- lightly inflicted, it was their Opinion Blakeney was very well 


7 


able to walk to Chapelixod; and ſome of the Surgeons more- 
over faid, that if Neceſſity required it, Blakeney might be put 


on Duty the next Day ; Deponent did then order David 


Blakeney to march to Quarters at Chapelizod. 
Sworn. before me, this 7th Day of April, 1768. 


Fobn Stratn. Robert Williocts. 
. No. 1 5. in 3 | | 
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County of Duin, We GRANT, Drum- Ma- 
to wit. J jor to che Royal 1riþ Regiment 
of Artillery, camẽ this Day before me, and made Oath, 


That on Monday che 7th of March laſt, the Day appointed 
PANS N | 


for inflicting the Pt t of David Blakeney, a Matroſs 


in the Royal Iriſy Regent of Artillery, on the Adjutant's 


having read 4 Pape to Him, proceeded in the uſual Way ta 


ſee the Sentence exkcuted, with this Difference, that he did 


not order the Drummers to take off their Coats, Swords, 
or Belts, which is the ufual and general Cuſtom ; nor did he 
utter one Syllable to the Drummers, previous to, or during 
the Puniſhment, or protract it unuſually ; nor did he receive 
from the Major or Adjutant of the Regiment any Orders 
for that Purpoſe. Deponent further ſaith, That ſaid Blake- 
ney, for a While, refuſed being dealt with as all other Pri- 
ſoners ever were, by ſaying, He would not be tied up, or 
ut a Cap on to keep his Hair out of the Way,” or to that 
Effe, inſiſting to wear his Hat: And further faith, It was 
his Duty to be quite near the Priſoner; and that nothing 
abuſive, directly or. indirectly, was offered him, before, or 
during his Puniſhment ; nor did he hear Doctor Lucas's 
Name once mentioned: He further adds, That one of the 
Drummers, who inflicted the Puniſhment, was a fickly Lad, 
and the other a Boy; and that no Means whatſoever, to his 


Knowledge or Belief, was uſed towards inflicting ſaid Pu- | 


niſhment with Severity, _ | 


Sworn before me, this 6th Day of April, 1 768. | 
William Grant. OO Robert Willeaks, | 
| | | | County 
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County Dublin, ALEXANDER LINDSAY, Surgeon's 
to wit. ; Mate to the Royal Ii Regiment of 
Artillery, came this Day before me, and-made Oath, That 
he attended on both Days, that David Blakeney, Matroſs, 
was brought out to receive the Puniſhment ordered by the 
Sentence of the General Court Martial ; that he did not 
hear any abuſive or ſcoffing Language made uſe of on either 
Day, nor the Priſoner called Scoundrel, Villain, Raſcal, or 
any other Name; that after ſaid Blateney wounded himſelf 
the firſt Day, he did not hear any one order him to be tucked 
up and whipped ; that as it was his Dury to be very near 
the Priſoner, if any ſuch Thing happened, or any Abuſe 
offered, he thinks he muſt have heard it; that he did not 
hear any Orders given to inflit the Puniſhment with Rigour 
or Severity; nor did he obſerve any Prutracton or Delay in 
the Execution thereof ; nor, to his Knowledge, was any At- 
tempt made to pickle him, after the Puniſhment was over, 
no ſuch Method having ever been practiſed in ſaid Regi- 
ment, ſince he belonged to it; nor did he ever hear of ſuch 
a Tranſaction in it before his Time. . 


Sworn before me this 6th Day of April, 1788. 5 
Alexander Lindſay. 9 5 Robert Willcacks.” 


4 


| No. 17. 


County — AMES COULSON, Bombardier, 
to with, / William Quinn, William Anderſon, 
George Haſkins, and William James, Matroſſes in. the Royal 
Iriſb Regiment of Artillery, came this Day before me, and 
made Oath, That they were a Guard over David Blakeney, 
Matroſs, the firſt Day he was brought to the Grand Parade 
in the Barracks, to receive the Puniſhment ordered by the 
General Court Martial; that they did not hear any abuſive 
Language given, or faid Priſoner called Dog, Villain, or 
Scoundrel, or any other Name; nor was he ordered to be 
tudaed up or whipped after he wounded himſelf; and as 
WY they 
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- they ſurrounded the Priſoner, if any Thing of the Kind men- 
"woned had happened, they are almoſt certain they muſt 


have heard it; that the faid Blakeney was clean and well 
drefled, had nothing ſhabby in his Apparel; and faith, That 
no Perſon-could have handed him a Knife without their 
Knowledge; and that they are poſitive he did not aſk for 


ene, bu ought i with ian and fo him ſearch for it, on 


|  Swargs hefore me this 5th Day of April, 1768. 
F 

lian 925 . | 3 
Williom rm Nobert Nilltacts. 
George Hoſtins, | | 
Willam James, 


» 
— > 
. . os. 


| No. 18. 


County. 6 JOHN, AUTON, Seiean-Mijr of th 
Daub | Royal [ifs R riment of Anillery, eame 
this Day before me, and made Oath, That the Sum he 


* 
* 92 as 
* 


paid David Blakey, by Order of Major Struton, was Nine- 


pence Hal y, one Year's Allowance of Utenſil- money, 
which he did not think at the Time he had a Right to pay; 
nor did he pay any Sum whatever to ſaid Blakeney, except 
faid Nine - pence Halfpenny, ſince his having exhibited his 
Complaints to the late Regimental and General Court Mar- 


Sworn before me, this 7th Day of April, 1768. 
Job Alton. þ * | Robert Wills. 


No. 19. 


County of Dublin, N STRATON, Eſq; Major of 
* to wit. Lo F the Royal Jriſb Regiment of Ar- 
talery, came this Day before me, and made Oath, That 


no Complaint was made to him, by David H lateney, of Non- 
| Papanent of Utenſi- money, previous to the Sitting of the 


Regimenta] 


22 


bs, 


Regimental Court Martial; nor was ſuch a Complaint con- 
veyed to Deponent by Hlateney's Captain, or any other Perw 
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ſore, or in any other Manner, than by heari 
Articles of "Complaint read before Regimental | 
tial; and as it could be but Nine-pence Halfpenny 


Blakenty's 


| » for one 
Year's Utenfil-money, that ttte Regiment could owe Blake- 
ney (two Yeats Utenſil being then very near due ti 
the Regiment of Artillery, by the Board of Ordnance) Ma- 
jor Straton, through a Deſire of doing ſtrict Juſtice to Blake- 
ney, did order the Serjeant Major to pay Elaktney one Year's 
Utenſil- money, being Nine-pence y : And De- 
ponent further ſaith, That upon Examination of faid Ar- 
ticle before the General Court Martial, faid Court ſeernied 
to think that Blakeney was not entitled to the Nine-pence 
Halfpenny, Which Deponent had ordered to be paid to 
him, ; | yy | 


Swotn before me, this 7th Day of April, 2768. 


T. Dofor, Page 43, fas, © Iam well informs 
that, during this Time, many Applications and 

fers were made him by different Perſons, ſome af difiueuifhed 
Suti n Life, who all. pretefided' Friandihip. for him; 


John Straton. 


blamed hin Fro pk my Advice, a they —＋ 
interpokhg erey; -preffed him to ö 
— and they would inſure him, what Lhad — to 


As the Doctor had ſome Foundation for this, he is not 
uite ſo blameable as in other Parts; but leſt the Reader 
old imagine he was reſolved to f. Truth for once, 1 
ſhall inſert a Letter which I received from a Gentleman 
whoſe humane Interpoſition gave Birth to this Story, 


SIR, Duri, April xo, 1768. 

1 Think it neceſſary to inform you, that when 1 heard that 
Blakeney had wounded himſelf, I did, out of Compaſ- 
fion, requeſt a Medical Gentleman, who attended the In- 
firmary, to adviſe him to make out a Memorial to the Lord 
Lieutenant, acknowledging his Error, &c. and that I would 
take Care it ſhould be given in to his Excellency. -- 3 


— 


mW 
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4,  L--T——42s known Humanity encouraged me to tak 
| this Step; for 1 thought if Blakenzy confeſſed his Fault, -ant 
4d | made a proper Submiſſion, it might prevent the Neceſſity 
1." which muſt otherwiſe enſue, of puniſhing him, for an 
4: ample to athers. | 

I alſo declare, that no Perfons of diſtinguiſbed Stations o 
Life, or otherwiſe, ever ſpoke to me on this Head; and th: 
| my only Motive was Compa . 3 
But when J heard he was viſited by Doctor Lucas, I re 
queſted the ſaid Medical Gentleman, by no Means, to fpeak 
'1 | to him, as I then apprehended it would be to no Purpoſe: 

8-1 Nor was he ſpoke to from the Time of the Doctor's viſit 
m1 ing him, till he was puniſhed ; nor any Advice given hir 
S to make a *ubmiſſion, by my Directions: Nor do ] believe 
if | he was offered a Pardon, on any particular Terms (as the 


HY Doctor inſinuates) or any Advice given him by any othet 
I Perſon whatever. | 
ff . JOSEPH SIRR. 
| | 
il P. 8. The Above I am ready depoſe, on Oathj 
| 5 JOSEPH SIRR. 


| | Extract from the Sentence of the 


— 


4 | ] | ? F General Court Martial. 


4 THE Couft are of Opinion, That the Appeal on thi 
wt | faid Nine Articles is Vexatious, Groundleſs, &c. 
#1 | They therefore ſentence him to receive Five Hundred 
1 Laaſhes, at the Head of the Garriſon of Dublin. 


5 „* JosErn Sixx, Deputy Judge Advocat 


N. B. The Depoſitions referred to in the Remarks, are nou 
lodged, and may be ſeen, at Mr. Dillon Chamber 
laine's, Bookſeller, is Dame: ſtreet. | 


3 


